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Note From The Management:

India is famous as a great country of many cultures,
traditions, religions and geographical characteristics. However,
at the same time, India is also known by the sobriquet “male
chauvinistic nation”. Even so it is still referred to as “Bharat
Mata” the mother to every Indian. Traditionally, women have
been compelled to play the second fiddle in every sphere, be it
in family or public life. In India women nowadays, are no less
proficient than men in any field. Today women are not what
they used to be some years ago, they have now made their
presence felt in every sphere of life. Women have ultimately
discarded their homely image and are now making meaningful
contribution to the progress of the nation. However in rural and
underdeveloped areas like Porbandar district, women still
remain underprivileged. We, at Dr. V.R. Godhaniya College, have
always emphasized the promotion of women's education in all
areas of learning to eliminate any kind of inequality. Since the
establishment of our institution 25 years ago, we have come a
long way by spreading our reach from K.G. to P.G. education and
dramatically improving our infrastructure. Even so we must
not sitback thinking about our achievements as we still need to
achievealot.

Today our country is facing many evils including
extreme poverty and to resolve these issues we need to provide
opportunities to all individuals, especially women, to thrive
through education, nutrition, and health. In order to achieve
this goal, a greater emphasis must be placed on gender equality
and the removal of barriers that disproportionately affect
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women. Education is considered as one of the most important
means to empower women with the knowledge skills and self-
confidence necessary to participate fully in the development
process. Since employment plays a vital role in improving
women's status in a society, education of women is of prime
importance especially in case of rural areas of Porbandar.

THE MANAGEMENT
Shri Maldevji Odedra Smarak Trust,
Porbandar (Gujarat)

Editor’s Note:

The current issue on the theme of “Women
Empowerment” is a special issue for reasons more than one. A
quarter of a century has elapsed since the institute's vision and
mission of empowering women was first conceived on 1 July,
1988. Again an issue dedicated to women empowerment as a
contemporary need in a Women's college by a majority of
employees employed in a women's college is a pointer to the
realistic seriousness inputted both ideologically and
pragmatically by the Trustees, the Staff and the students into
realizing this objective.  have always believed that the concept
of 'women empowerment' begins at an individual level. And
here the mantra is self-reliance through education. When one
views the current scenario from a global perspective one does
not fail to notice that developed countries have a higher
percentage of educated people and consequently the level of
gender disparity is very low. Rightly, the focus in India should
be education and this growth in levels of higher education
would in turn gradually eradicate all socio-economic, political
differences.

The papers in this issue, like all the previous issues, are
multilingual in nature. They range, among others, from looking
upon 'Chitra and Savitri as epitomes of Women empowerment'’;
'Modern Women; Women in Gujarat: Present and Future';
'Empowering women through ICT'; 'Women and women's
writing'; 'Women Empowerment: The Right Direction for a
Strong India'; 'Women Empowerment in the twenty-first
century'; 'Women in Gujarati Literature'; 'Relationship
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between Print Media and Women Empowerment’; "Women
Empowerment in Indian English Fiction'; 'Feminine issues in
Bharati Mukherjee's Jasmine' and 'Kiran Anand: A Fiery
Personality'. All the contributors have taken pains to
encapsulate the core ideas revolving around the idea of
empowering women. [ hope that these papers would make a
good case for worthwhile reading.

Dr. ANUPAM R.NAGAR
Principal

Dr. V.R. Godhaniya College,
Porbandar

Referee’s Note:

The current issue on the theme of “Women
Empowerment” is a special issue for reasons more than
one. A quarter of a century has elapsed since the
institute's vision and mission of empowering women was
first conceived on 1 July, 1988. Again an issue dedicated to
women empowerment as a contemporary need in a
Women's college by a majority of employees employed in
awomen's college is a pointer to the realistic seriousness
inputted both ideologically and pragmatically by the
Trustees, the Staff and the students into realizing this
objective. I have always believed that the concept of
'women empowerment' begins at an individual level. And
here the mantra is self-reliance through education. When
one views the current scenario from a global perspective
one does not fail to notice that developed countries have a
higher percentage of educated people and consequently
the level of gender disparity is very low. Rightly, the focus
in India should be education and this growth in levels of
higher education would in turn gradually eradicate all
socio-economic, political differences.

Girish Teivedi




check

Referee’s Note:

The current issue on the theme of “Women
Empowerment” is a special issue for reasons more than
one. A quarter of a century has elapsed since the
institute's vision and mission of empowering women was
first conceived on 1 July, 1988. Again an issue dedicated to
women empowerment as a contemporary need in a
Women's college by a majority of employees employed in
awomen's college is a pointer to the realistic seriousness
inputted both ideologically and pragmatically by the
Trustees, the Staff and the students into realizing this
objective. I have always believed that the concept of
'women empowerment' begins at an individual level. And
here the mantra is self-reliance through education. When
one views the current scenario from a global perspective
one does not fail to notice that developed countries have a
higher percentage of educated people and consequently
the level of gender disparity is very low. Rightly, the focus
in India should be education and this growth in levels of
higher education would in turn gradually eradicate all
socio-economic, political differences.

Prof. Ketan pandya
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Chitra and Savitri as epitomes of
Women Empowerment:
A Study in Comparison

DRS. ANUPAM R. NAGAR & KETKI N. PANDYA

LINTRODUCTION:

Rabindranath Tagore's lyrical drama Chitra reminds man
that the ultimate truth is to be found not at the physical base butin the
steady evolution of the self. The illumination of a young princess'
mind lies in the recognition and realization that it is in Truth alone
that true happiness resides. Similarly Aurobindo's epic Savitri
narrates the story of a young princess who saves the life of her
husband from Death and thereby suggests the ultimate liberation of a
man from universal Death. Aurobindo therefore writes poetry to
enunciate his philosophy in terms of spiritual action and vision. Chitra
and Savitri are Upanishadic works in the sense that their principal
theme is search for knowledge ('vidya'), that liberates man from
ignorance (‘'avidya'), and that their main stylistic device is the
conversation between the human and divine characters.

Evolution thus becomes the watchword of both Aurobindo
and Tagore. The awakening of the self or raising the life and existence
to a higher level of consciousness (a spiritual form of women
empowerment) is one of the parallel themes observed in Chitra and
Savitri. Further, the integral transformation of Chitra and Savitri and
their inner intuitive development has a much wider connotation to
mankind atlarge. An endeavour is made to establish Chitra and Savitri
as works of self-discovery. Although there are fundamental
differences in terms of the nature of Chitra and Savitri's awareness
there is no denying that these legends from the Mahabharata are
exquisite examples of the feminine aspect of the Indian Women.
Tagore observes that Indian women know that itis their duty to make
their life an image of the eternal life, and that love's mission is truly
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performed when life has a spiritual meaning. Aurobindo too
recognizes woman as the symbol of shakti, the creative power and in
this context Chitra and Savitri are the highest tribute to women in
general and stand tall as illustrious examples of Women
Empowerment.

In effect, Tagore and Aurobindo seek to achieve a realization
of human unity, universal peace and happiness, based on a spiritual
foundation, which ensure the orderly progress and fulfillment of
human destiny. Chitra and Savitri are concerned with the
consciousness of man and how it, like all other living things, grows
according to its own nature. The drama and the epic offer to mankind
the spectacle of a rebirth of life in spiritual terms. The heroines of
Chitra and Savitri extend their level of empowerment by their
experiences of life and eventually acquire self-knowledge and self-
transcendence. They educate themselves in the self and in otherness
by seeing themselves, their false selves, and finally their whole
transcendental beings. The action of both Chitra and Savitri is internal
and manifesting an uplifting of thought, feeling and sense. The inner
mind is the focal point of the two works. Chitra and Savitri also bear
witness to self-expansion and the conscious subjectivity of the
modern feminine mind. Their inwardness is intolerant of the other-
worldliness and the asceticism of religion on the one hand and the
abstraction of philosophy on the other. They rather meditate on the
truth oflife and the truth of the spiritrespectively.

II. The Chitra and Savitri Legend:
IL.ITHE CHITRA LEGEND:

“Manipureshwaram Rajan dharmagyam Chitravahanam
Tasya Chitrangada nama duhita charudarshana”1

Chitra is based on the Mahabharata legend of Chitrangada
and Arjuna. Arjuna came to Manipur during the course of his
wanderings to fulfil a vow of penance. He saw Chitrangada, the
beautiful daughter of Chitravahana, the king of the country and was
captivated by her charming beauty. He then asked the king for the
hand of his daughter in marriage. The king asked him who he was. On
learning that he was Arjuna, the Pandava prince, the King told him
that one of his ancestors in the kingly line, named Prabhanjana, was
childless for quite a long time. In order to obtain a successor he
performed severe penances. Lord Shiva who was pleased with his
austerities, granted him a boon that he and his successors would each
have one child. It so happened that the promised child had invariably
been a son. But Chitravahana, was an exception, as he was the first to
have only a daughter to continue his race, whom he named as
Chitrangada. He, therefore, always treated her as a son and had also
made her his successor. The son that would be born to her would
continue the race of the king. He demanded from Arjuna that son as

the price of the marriage. On this consideration Arjuna could take her
in marriage. Arjuna made a pledge to the King that the son born of this
union would continue Chitravahana's race and then Arjuna took
Chitrangada as his wife. He lived in her father's capital for three years.
When a son was born to them, he embraced his wife with warmth, and
bidding farewell to her and her father, set outagain on his travels.

Tagore's Chitra is based on the Mahabharata. It is a
dramatic sermon on the theme of true love. Arjuna, the Pandava
prince spurns the princess Chitra, the daughter of the King of
Manipur. Later when transformed into a beautiful damsel by a boon
from the god of Love and god of Spring she approaches Arjuna again.
He is infatuated. But Chitra conquers her unease by boldly revealing
the truth about her. The false woman redeems herself as the true
mother-to-be. The sensual is transcended in the spiritual, and the
union is consecrated at last. Thus, Tagore's Chitra has a compact and
neat structure. But much complexity and richness has been lostin the
process of translation. His principal characters tend to be symbolic.
His setting is invariably non-realistic. His drama firmly rooted in the
Indian ethos in its themes and characters and eminently expressive of
his deepest convictions in creative terms, is comparable at its best
with the modern imaginative drama of W.B. Yeats and Maurice
Maeterlinck.

Let us now examine the variations in the original
Mahabharata text of Chitra and the re-contextualized Chitra text by
Tagore:

ILIL. VARIATIONS IN TAGORE'S CHITRA:

Like Shakespeare, Kalidas, and Shelley, Tagore deviated from
the original story to suit his requirements. The following are the
variations that are observed in the text of Tagore from the
Mahabharata:

1. The Chitrangada-Arjuna episode in the Mahabharata runs up to
15 verses, (beginning from stanza no. 13 to stanza no. 27), while
Tagore'slyrical dramainvolves nine scenes.

2. In the Mahabharata, Arjuna meets Chitravahana, the King of
Manipur, whereas in Tagore's Chitra, Arjuna never encounters the
King.

3. In the Mahabharata, Arjuna accidently meets Chitrangada while
in Tagore's Chitra, itis Chitra who sees Arjuna accidently.

4. Inthe Mahabharata, Chitrangada has been depicted as a youthful
damsel of exquisite beauty she is Charudarsana and Vararoha,
whereas in Tagore's Chitra, Chitra is unattractive and plain. The
whole plot of the drama hinges on this point. Had Chitra been a
beautiful woman she would not have approached Madana (Eros)
and Vasanta (Lycoris) for lending her charm and grace even for a
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day, so that she might win the heart of Arjuna.

5. In the Mahabharata, Arjuna makes up his mind to have
Chitrangada as his wife and therefore he goes to the King and
seeks his permission for the hand of Chitrangada, whereas in
Tagore's Chitra, Arjuna does not seek her hand in marriage with
the permission of her father or any of her guardians.

6. Inthe Mahabharata, Arjuna lives with Chitrangada in Manipur for
three years, while in Tagore's Chitra, Arjuna stays with her for
onlyayear.

7. In the Mahabharata, Chitrangada gives birth to a boy-child and
Arjuna after having presented the son to the father of
Chitrangada, leaves, whereas in Tagore's Chitra, Arjuna is
illuminated with revelation after a year and is reminded of his
home. Here Chitra offers the last sacrifice at Arjuna's feet (i.e.,
flowers of incomparable beauty from the garden of heaven and
tells Arjuna that she will teach her child to be a second Arjuna).

8. In the Mahabharata, Chitrangada is observed as a submissive
daughter and wife. She accepts anything and everything, while in
Tagore's Chitra, Chitra is a strong-willed daughter and a fierce
individual.

Having studied the Chitra legend in both the original and the
reinterpreted mode let us now examine the Savitri legend in both the
modes:

ILIII THE SAVITRI LEGEND:
“Savitrya preetaya datta Savitrya hutaya hyapi

»10

Savitrityeva namasyaschakrurvipraastatha pita.

Savitri is based on the Mahabharata legend of Savitri and
Satyavan. Aswapathi, the king of the Madra kingdom was a popular
king, but his one worry was that he had no child. So he performed
austerities for eighteen years. The goddess Savitri, then appeared and
vouchsafed the boon of a daughter of great beauty:.

As prophesized by the goddess, the queen gave birth to a
female child before the end of the year. The child was named Savitri,
who grew up to be an intelligent, courageous and beautiful girl, loved
by allin the kingdom.

The king then told Savitri to choose her life partner, a prince
who would be worthy of her. In obedience with the royal command,
Savitri travelled with an escort, visiting many countries, till finally she
chose Prince Satyavan who was living in a forest hermitage with his
father, the blind king Dyumathsena of the Shalwas and mother
Shaibya who had lost their kingdom.

Savitri returned home, jubilant and satisfied with her choice.
She found her father with the famous sage Narada, who immediately
asked her who she had chosen for her husband. When Narada heard
that Satyavan was her choice, he begged Savitri to reconsider her
decision, as he knew that Satyavan had only one more year to live. But
she was determined to marry Satyavan, with whom she was already
deeplyinlove. And so, ignoring the pleas and appeals of her family, she
married Satyavan at Dyumathsena's hermitage in a simple ceremony.
Savitri and Satyavan went round the sacred fire hand in hand as the
priests chanted Vedic mantras.

Savitri and Satyavan loved each other, and were happy
together. However, she carried a heavy heart, as she could not forget
the prophecy regarding Satyavan's life. Time flew by. Savitri realised
that Satyavan's death was approaching. Four days prior to the
prophesized end of Satyavan, Savitri undertook a Tri-Ratra vow. On
the day marked for Satyavan's death, he set out to the woods with an
axe upon his shoulders as usual. Savitri begged him to allow her to
accompany him, and with the permission of the in-laws they walked
into the forest.

As he was chopping wood, Satyavan felt some pain. He rested
his head on Savitri's lap and fell into a slumber. Nearby, a dark
shadowy figure emerged, carrying a noose in his hand. He was Yama,
the god of Death. Masking her fear of the god, Savitri pleaded with him
not to take her husband from her, but Yama refused to listen and
started carrying Satyavan away. Savitri followed, persistent and
unyielding, as Yama traversed through the forests with Satyavan on
his shoulder. Savitri pleased him with her discourse and purity of
heart. Yama then told her to ask for any boon except for her husband's
life.

Being wise, Savitri immediately asked that her father-in-
law's eyesight should be restored. The boon was granted, but Savitri
did not leave. Yama then granted her three more boons. As a second
boon, Savitri asked for the restoration of Dyumathsena's kingdom.
This was granted. Her third boon demanded that her own father be
blessed with a hundred sons. This too was granted. As the fourth
boon, she asked that she herself should bear a hundred sons. Yama
granted this boon too, not recognizing the predicament he was to face.
Savitri smiled, pointing out to Yama that she could not have a hundred
sons without her husband being restored to life. Realizing that he had
been outwitted, Yamareleased the soul of Satyavan from hisnoose.

Savitri returned to the place where Satyavan's body lay. She
took his head on her lap, and within a moment, Satyavan regained his
life. The couple then proceeded back to Dyumathsena. Concluding his
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narrative, Rishi Markandeya said:

“Even thus did Savitri redeem from peril and raise to high fortune
herself, her father and mother, her father-in-law, as also the whole
race ofher husband.”"

Thus, the Mahabharata is also the source of Aurobindo's
Savitri. Aurobindo has taken 'the Savitri-Satyavan episode' from the
Mahabharata and has treated it in his own style in order to fulfill his
aim which he has discussed in his 'The Life Divine' (a vast
philosophical prose epic) - the issue between threatening Death and
the hope of New Life - a marvellous future possibility, is presented in
terms of poetry.

IL.IV VARIATIONS IN SAVITRI:

The following are the deviations that are observed in the text
of Aurobindo from the Mahabharata:

)} In the legend, the character of Ashwapathy is described only
in seven verses. He is said to have resorted to austerities for
the personal gain of getting a child. But in Savitri, Aurobindo
elaborates the character of Ashwapathy in about twenty-
three Cantos. He practices yoga not only for his own self-
perfection butalso for finding a way for man's liberation.

(i) In the legend, the whole period of Aswapathy's tapasya as
reported has been transformed by the poetinto an epic climb
of the human soul in its journey from the inconscient to the
very gates of the Superconscient.

(iii) In the legend, Savitri is said to be a gift of Goddess Savitri. But
in the epic, the Divine Mother accepts the prayer of
Ashwapathy and incarnates Herself as Savitri to vanquish
Death.

(iv) The legend does not describe the growth of Savitri. But the
epic narrates it in a Wordsworthian mode. It is said that
Savitri grows imbibing the forces of Nature.

(v) The legend just mentions the meeting of Savitri and
Satyavan. But the epic describes their meetings in detail for
two reasons. First, it gives the poet an opportunity to sing the
glory of love. Secondly, the poet can highlight the virtues of
Satyavan. The meeting between Savitri and Satyavan is said
to be the unique example of spiritual love.

(vi) In contrast to the legend, in the epic the episode of Narad's
declaration of the fate of Satyavan has been raised to a very
high pitch of spirituality where in cosmic purposes and
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intentions, the destiny of man, all are broughtinto play.

(vii) In the legend, the queen of Ashwapathy is merely a name. But
in the epic, she is a very forceful character. She raises all those
questions of life, which are usually asked by the agnostics to
prove the non-existence of God. Narad patiently answers all
her questions.

(viii)  In the legend the conversation which takes place between
Savitri and Yama is rather conventional, but in the epic,
Savitri clearly stands not merely as the representative of the
race but also as a representative of the Divine Mother. She
defies the law of Death and defeats him with the strength of
her divinity. Then Death is seen in a different form. A voice
from infinity introduces him as the creator of the world and
as the carrier of the seeds of thought. The whole dialogue
moves on avery high plane of inspiration.

(ix) In the legend, Savitri and Satyavan, after the conquest of
Death, return to the earth and Satyavan regains his father's
kingdom and rules it for many years and is happy ever after
with Savitri and their children. But in the poet's symbol both
Savitri and Satyavan rise from the kingdom of Death to the
region of the Eternal Day where the Sun of Truth never sets,
where Ignorance is unknown and Death has no place. There
she meets the Supreme Reality and asks for His Peace,
Oneness, Energy and Joy for earthly creatures. After staying
in this region of Truth for some time, they look upon the earth
and return to it in order to execute the Divine Will of raising
human beings to the divine heights.

Having discussed the content of the Chitrangada and Savitri
episode in both its original and re-contextualized format, let us now
identify the similarities and the dissimilarities as observed in both the
texts:

IIL. The Comparison between Chitra and Savitri:

D Both the works are inspired from the Mahabharata. Chitra

forms a part of the Chitrangada-Arjuna episode in the Adi

Parva of the Mahabaharata whereas Savitri forms a part of the

Savitri-Satyavan episode in the Vana Parva of the
Mahabharata.

(ii) Boththeworkshavebeentitled on the names of their heroines-
Chitraand Savitri.

(iii) Both Chitra and Savitri are not puppets in the hands of the
destiny. They are the creators and moulders of their own
destiny.
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(iv) Inboththeworksthe action takes place in the forest.

(v)  Both Chitra and Savitri are very unhappy and sad at the end of
theyear.

(vi) In both the works, the heroines pray to God (Madana and
Vasantain Chitra and Yama in Savitri).

(vii) Inboththeworks, Timeisanimportantfactori.e., Chitra enjoys
a year's union with Arjuna and Savitri is destined to lead a
happy married life for ayear only.

(viii) Both the works deal with a grand subject that is philosophical
innature.

(ix) Inboththeworks, we find 'womaninaction'.

(x)  Both the texts conclude that love is the main source of life, it
leads to self-knowledge and immortality.

The points revolving around the names of the heroines; as
moulders of their own destiny; self-knowledge all go hand-in-hand
with the idea Individuality, self-hood and self-knowledge in the
discourse of Women-Empowerment.

The Contrast between Chitra and Savitri:

(i)  There is a difference in ideology. Chitra longs only for
happiness, which is temporary while Savitri longs for
wholeness, completeness and perfect-permanent union.

(ii)  Chitra is a plain and an unattractive princess in man's attire
whereas Savitri is a radiant, bright, calm, dignified and
beautiful princess.

(iii) InChitra, Chitrafinds Arjunaand is enamoured by him. In order
tomarry him she requests the god of Love and the god of Spring
to grant her only a day's perfect beauty. She marries him in
complete knowledge about the impermanence of her
relationship with Arjuna whereas in Savitri, Savitri searches
out Satyavan on her own without making any request to any
god. She marries him in complete knowledge about the short
span of Satyavan's life.

(iv) Chitra accepts her fate whereas Savitri changes her fate with
the assistance of her strong will.

(v)  Both are brought up in different environments. Chitravahana
brings Chitra up as a son and therefore she does not know
anything about feminine delicacy and grace whereas Savitri
has grown up in the lap of nature. She is wiser and mature than
Chitra.

(vi) In the case of Chitra there is no direct divine working hand
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whereas a divine hand works directly in the case of Savitri.

(vii) Chitrais hasty to win the heart of Arjuna whereas Savitri takes
her time and does not practice any falsehood anywhere or at
any time to win Satyavan.

(viii) Chitra wins the love of Arjuna temporarily from the gods
whereas Savitri wins the love and life of Satyavan permanently
from Yama.

(ix) The theme of Chitra is the evolution of human love while the
theme of Savitri is the evolution of human soul.

(x)  Chitra fights against Illusion whereas Savitri fights against

Ignorance.

(xi) InChitra, the chief charactersare represented thus:

(@)  Chitra: Human Desire forlove

(b)  Arjuna: Seeker of Love

(c) Madana: god of Love

(d)  Vasanta: god of Spring
In Savitrithe chief charactersare represented thus:

(a)  Savitri: Divine Grace-Light

(b)  Satyavan:Divine Truth

(c)  Aswapathy: Lord oflife-energy

(d)  Dumathsena: Divine Mind

(e)  Yama: DarknessofIgnorance
(xii) In Chitra at the end both Chitra and Arjuna part whereas in
Savitri at the end both Savitri and Satyavan get united.

The points of ideological distinction, difference in upbringing
in keeping with one's environment and the strong will to evolve
through self-realization all go together with the principles of Women
Empowerment.

II.The Re-contextualization of Chitra and Savitri in terms of
Women Empowerment:

IVIL.THE MAHABHARATA CONTEXT RE-CONTEXUALIZED:

Our study of Tagore's Chitra and Aurobindo's Savitri, reveals
that both the texts have carved a particular niche for themselves for
their thematic concerns, philosophical depth and height.
Rabindranath Tagore and Aurobindo Ghose drew their inspiration
from the immortal epic - the Mahabharata for their works viz., Chitra
and Savitri as these heroines strike a few points of comparison with
Gandhari, Kunti, Draupadi, Damyanti, Arundhati, Lopamudra,
Sukanya, Odhavati and others. Both Tagore and Aurobindo are
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thinkers and therefore they have brought about quite a few variations
in the original legends of Chitra and Savitri. Tagore and Aurobindo
have chosen these stories to fulfil their aesthetic and philosophical
purposes. Being good artists they know very well how to conceal their
art. They do not philosophize directly but advocate a method of self-
analysis in order to attain Vidya (knowledge). Chitra and Savitri are
works that tell us about the greatest possibilities and purposes of
human love and human life.

The impact of the Indian Renaissance, to which Tagore and
Aurobindo belong, is clearly discernible in their works. Both
appeared on the Indian cultural scene at a time when India was
continually experiencing the colonial impact in every sphere of life.
Both Tagore and Aurobindo were conscious of the colonial influence
generating a habit of mind, which was ever weakening in us the
apprehension of truth. In order to rebuild the nation's consciousness
it was imperative for the two poets to search for legends that would
sink deep into the living texture of a culture, and at the same time
would have the widest extension of meaning and signification. This
visionary quality of Tagore and Aurobindo created Chitra and Savitri.

Another significant aspect of Chitra and Savitri is that they
are grounded in the Bengal tradition where women had been
subjected to all possible social ordeals as sati-system, child marriage
and the refusal to permit widow-remarriage. Tagore and Aurobindo
were alive to these social issues and therefore they drew in Chitra and
Savitri women characters who reject these orthodox notions of the
contemporary times. The two texts are a record of the progress of the
society that Bengal witnessed in matters relating to the position of
women in society. They succeeded in injecting the much-needed
reformation in the social, cultural and religious position of the women
ofthe times.

IV.II SOCIALAND SPIRITUALEMPOWERMENT:

The aim of Tagore and Aurobindo is to attain victory over
one's false-self and death, in Chitra and Savitri respectively. The outer
world, the society, philosophy, science, art, music reminds them that
the ultimate truth in man is in the illumination of the mind, in the
extension of consciousness, in the steady evolution of the self, in the
recognition of the one Truth, in the recognition for the harmony of
contrary forces, in the realization that all things are spiritually one
and in acquiring self-knowledge and self-transcendence. Both the
artists intend to awaken the self, to raise the life and existence to a
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higher level of consciousness. Their works show us how an individual
begins with himself, by raising his consciousness, purifying himself
and realizing a wider meaning of life. They primarily aim at the
unfolding of the selfand the world in their works.

Both the legends of Chitra and Savitri are recreated to
recover the human wholeness. They are spiritual in their theme,
conception and execution. They believe in the implicit following of
one's cultural heritage and familiarity with tradition. In adapting the
legends of Chitra and Savitri to contemporary times, both Tagore and
Aurobindo were already in an activity of tradition and cultural
analysis. The mythical framework of the works highlights the Indian
tradition more competently than any other text. The legends have
been explored to understand the deepest mysteries of life, love and
death and answer some essential existential questions. They
depersonalize and become archetypes of the quest theme of the
human spirit, which refuses to accept even the limitations of
borrowed beauty and death. Thus, the source text - the Mahabharata,
the impact of the Indian Renaissance on Tagore and Aurobindo, the
grounding of the poets in the contemporary Bengal tradition, and the
purpose behind the creation of these two works logically lead us to
the reasons behind their choice of the two female characters - Chitra
and Savitri.

IV.III WOMEN EMPOWERMENT: AS A SYMBOL OF SHAKTI - THE
DIVINE ENERGY:

The Indian mind is largely familiar with the idea of God in an
eternal feminine aspect and therefore the Indian people have always
cherished the legends of the great women of the ancient epics. The
Chitra and Savitri legends are suggestive of the commitment that
women have towards actualizing their real self and thereby fulfilling
the purpose oflife. Both of them symbolize the principle of Shakti, the
creative power that manifests itself in order to fulfil human destiny
and the cosmic design of God. Tagore and Aurobindo's quest is
directed towards the realization of human unity, universal peace and
happiness. Chitra and Savitri are concerned with the consciousness of
men and show how they, like all other living things, grow according to
their own nature. They offer to mankind the spectacle of a
reawakening and rebirth of spiritual life. Chitra and Savitri extend
their consciousness by their experience of life and eventually acquire
self-knowledge and self-transcendence. They are educated in the self
and in otherness by seeing their self, their other-half, their opposite,
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their false-selves and finally their whole transcendental being. In
Chitra, Madana and Vasanta and in Savitri, Yoga is the means to enact
the ancient story with new motifs. In both the works the action is
internal, shifting back and forth on the various planes of
consciousness and manifesting a spiritualized uplifting of thought,
feeling and sense. The inner mind is the central point, the background
of the two mighty opposites - love/beauty, reality/illusion, and
love/death, knowledge/ignorance, of the two works. Both Chitra and
Savitri bear witness to the conscious subjectivity of the modern mind
and the expansion of the self. They meditate on the truth oflife and the
truth of spirit.

IVIVGENDEREQUALITY:

Tagore was one of the earliest writers to work on the Chitra
episode. The story of Chitra revolves around Chitra, a Manipuri
princess, wholongs to possess Arjunaatall costs. Itis a powerful work
on the psychological tension of awoman caught between her patience
and realization of the importance of physical charm. The most
dominant feature of the play, however, is the assertion of equality of
women. Tagore has made Chitra an extremely poignant drama. When
Arjuna develops a liking for Chitra, the huntress, Chitra expresses her
knowledge of male psyche and reveals the social discrimination in our
society. She asks Arjuna in sarcasm whether a woman is merely a
woman when she winds herself round men's hearts with her smiles,
sobs, services and caressing endearments or when a woman exhibits
her learning and achievement. This question of Chitra is very
significantas it throws light on our social attitudes towards women. It
is taken for granted that a woman is supposed to take care of the man
and her primary duty is to entertain him. A man's responsibilities as
such do not ever equal that of a woman. The man may do whatever he
desires to do. Neither is he supposed to take care of a woman's
emotions and nor does he hold dependability in the rearing up of a
child. The woman has to behave according to his whims and
prejudices. But the man may behave according to his likes and
dislikes. Moreover, the man has a tendency of not being very
appreciative of a woman's accomplishments apart from the wealth of
her physical details.

IV.V.THE FEMALE-SELF: AN INDIVIDUAL IN HER OWN RIGHT:
Quintessentially, the female-self of Chitra is representative of

the everyday issues of the Indian women in general. The debate of
man/woman's equality would become perpetual if both were not to
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value each other. And Arjuna does respond positively to her queries.
He does understand the need to recognize a woman's
identity/individuality or else the woman would remain a mystery for
the man. Chitra's and Arjuna's realization is an acknowledgement of
each other's individuality. That each one of them reserves the limited
space defined for her/him; that no character stands to be
marginalized and that each one holds a defined center, forms the
pivotal idea of Chitra. (The work also carries parallels with Kalidasa's
Abhigyan Shakuntalam in terms of the character's growth, education
and more importantly the attainment of Self-Knowledge).

On the other hand, Aurobindo was the first to elevate the
Savitri episode to epical heights. In Savitri, the story rotates around
Savitri, a Madri princess who eventually gets married to Satyavan. But
he is destined to die within a year. Savitri, inspite of her mental
anguish, resolutely decides to confront Death and break the cosmic
law of Karma. In her quest of the Ultimate, she does not compromise
with the laws of Ignorance, Darkness and Death. Rather, she
successfully persuades the god of Death to give back the life of the
young prince. Savitri's debate with death and her ultimate triumph
over mortality have sunk deep into the soul of India. (The discussion
that ensues between Savitri and Yama holds a similarity with the
dialogue that takes place in the Katha Upanishad between Nachiketa
and Yama).

In Chitra, Chitra had a desire in the past to fighta combat with
Arjuna and defeat him in it. It obviously points to the concept of
equality between man and woman. Chitra believes that both man and
woman possess the same quality of intelligence and skill in every
deed. And given an opportunity she is capable of proving herself in
every sphere of life. Chitra consequently marks out the equality
between man and woman from the physical and mental points of
view. Savitri also exhibits the fact that not only holy men - rishis - can
dare encounter and defy the mighty god of Death, but a woman too,
armed with the qualities of Shakti (power) and Bhakti (devotion), can
defeat the god of Death. Savitri conclusively indicates the equality
between man and woman from the mental and spiritual points of
view.

V.CONCLUSION:

It is thus noted with categorical explicitness that all the
principles of Women Empowerment as Strong Individuality, Equality
and nondiscrimination, and the Desire for Evolution and
Empowermentare all found in both Chitra and Savitri:
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The points of comparison run thus:

1.

Both, Chitra and Savitri, are the only children of their parents.
They carry a background story of divine birth. They do not
come from conservative families but from respectable royal
families which give them freedom to think, to decide and to
execute deeds according to their wish and will.

Both Chitra and Savitri in choosing Arjuna and Satyavan
repectively, go on to exhibit their feminine right, will power
and confidence. Their decision to select their life partners is
essentially a continuation of the tradition established by
Shakuntala, Ganga, and Sharmistha.

Both are the recipients of Divine Grace. Chitra becomes a
perfect beautiful damsel like Shruchavati and Sulabha and
Savitri defeats the god of Death like Odhavati.

Both encounter barriers in the path of love and finally succeed
in winning back their life-mates. Chitra displays growth in
understanding and realization, while Savitri exhibits
growth in consciousness. They realize their 'self' and
embody in themselves the qualities of female psyche and
unusual female achievement.

Both reject the two negations - the ascetic's denial of life and
the sensualist's denial of the spirit.

Both are concerned with the welfare of humanity in general.
They are not self-centered. Rather both see salvation in
depersonalization. Chitra, the huntress comes to the aid of
the villagers in times of distress, while Savitri dedicates herself
to the cause of uplifting mankind. Both, therefore, stand as
milestonesin the history of women's free thinking.

Both exemplify and justify the meanings inherent in their
names viz., Chitra - the beautiful image and Savitri - the image
ofthe Sun god.

Both exemplify a life that is a synthesis of tradition and
modernity. On the one hand they are fully conscious of their
rights and on the other they examine their respective roles of
cultural representation.

Both assert their individuality/ identity in relation to others.
Chitra presents her true/false being only because she
encounters Arjuna and Savitri transcends the physical
categories of existence only because she has Satyavan
living/dead by her side.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

The study reveals the following points of contrast:

1.

discuss female-consciousness - nari Chetna, WHICH IS A FORM OF
WOMEN-EMPOWERMENT (stri-shashaktikaran) Chitra and Savitri

Both are responsible for bringing happiness/bliss to their
families; they are seen as good friends of their respective life-
mates; they are affectionate, intelligent, self-respected
women; they are made up of ajivan shakti (life-force)/ female-
consciousness that makes them distinguished; and they, as
would-be mothers, are complete women.

Both are seekers of truth and knowledge. They successfully
actualize their potential by manifesting their real self
through self-upliftment. Chitra discards her borrowed beauty
to face Truth as it is and Savitri defeats death by raising herself
to ahigher plane of consciousness.

Both live life as the precious gift of God. They care for the body
asthe temple of God and think the soul as the ultimate reality.
Both reflect Indian culture, Indian women and the way of living
life. They assert women's valuable and meaningful place in
society and publiclife.

Both exhibit the magic of Shakti (power) and the power of
Prakriti (nature). They symbolize the evolution of the human
love and human soul towards the Ultimate Reality.

Chitra and Savitri have a fundamental difference in terms of
their familial background, social environment and mental
makeup which leads to their having a different aptitude,
attitude, ideology and approach to life.

Chitra loses her distinct personality (temporarily) for winning
the love of Arjuna, while Savitri neither loses nor gives up her
personality for winning the love of Satyavan.

Chitra struggles with her inner lower self, while Savitri
struggles with the outer lower being.

Chitra asks for beauty for herself, while Savitri asks for life for
her husband.

Chitra is devoid of patience, while Savitri is the very
embodiment of patience.

Chitra's self revolves around matter, life, knowledge, bliss and
consciousness, while Savitri's self revolves around matter, life,
mind, knowledge, bliss, consciousness and existence.

Inspite of these few points of contrast, the two works primarily
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succeed in asserting the supremacy of female discourse over male
discourse. Chitra initially persuades the male gods (Madana and
Vasanta) to see her point of view and then gets from them the boon
desired. The boon is again a medium for Chitra to destabilize Arjuna's
patriarchal position and she precisely succeeds in doing that when
she observes that Arjuna cannot do without her. And then she reveals
her true self. Similarly, Savitri through her dialogue with the male god
of Death (Yama) subverts the traditional equations. Her victory in
getting back Satyavan, is an effort to establish the superiority of
female colloquy over male colloquy. The prime object of these female-
centered works lies in seeing the subversion of the male-dominated
society, valuing the female-self, recognizing the gender-difference
and thereby discerning what may be seen as an Indian mode of
feminism.

Tagore and Aurobindo as ceaseless experimenters made a
quest for novelty. They tended to seek new things by adapting the old
legends to present times. The women characters in the Mahabharata
are powerful but none display the fearless attitude to meeting the
challenges oflife and death. In the entire gamut of Indian literature
only Chitra and Savitri stand apart as the very models of female
will, female psyche, female consciousness or what we call in
modern times as Women Empowerment. Furthermore Tagore and
Aurobindo have used Chitra and Savitri as symbols of Saundarya
(beauty) and Shakti (power). They are women who can fight even
against the greatest of evils - Illusion and Ignorance respectively.
Their popularity in present times is an indication of the universal
appeal that the works evoke irrespective of time and place. They stand
as immortal characters for they are bursting with life and ceaseless
vitality. Tagore and Aurobindo wanted to guide and shape the
contemporary Indian sensibility. Both Chitra and Savitri guide the
comtemporary women how to live life, how to be fearless and
determined for self-realization.

Conclusively, the source text of Chitra and Savitri - the
Mahabharata - reflects the socio-cultural, religious, political and
economic conditions of the age. Chitra and Savitri are certainly the
renderings of the ancient Hindu legends and bear close affinities with
the mode of the Vedas and the Upanishads. The contemporary concept
of ever-increasing inwardness is realized to its full potential in Chitra
and Savitri. Chitra and Savitri gained fame on account of their
perseverance in self-analysis and the ultimate realization of their real
selves. The constant endeavour of Tagore and Aurobindo to awaken
and fulfil human-hood is achieved in Chitra and Savitri. Chitra and
Savitri are filled with the dharma of life-force. Thus, Tagore and
Aurobindo through Chitra and Savitri display an extraordinary
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competence and artistic skill in arranging and molding the legends to
suit their literary/social/philosophical requirements. They have a
sort of secret harmony in sensing the pulse of the times. Chitra and
Savitri, therefore have an inner stream of feminine power/life-
force and on account of this they do not depend on the traditional
roles assigned to women in India.
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Empowerment of Indian Women: A
Challenge of 21st Century

DR ILA A. THANKI

Empowerment -Conceptual Framework

The origins of the concept of empowerment go back to the
civil rights movement in the USA in 1960. It has since then been
interpreted differently and filled with new meanings and is today
used in such different sectors as business, social work, development
discourse and by advocates of very different political agendas. The
different definitions of empowerment range between defining it as a
largely individual process of taking control of and responsibility for
one's life and situation, and defining it as a political process of
granting human rights and social justice to disadvantaged groups of
people. At the former end of the continuum, where empowerment is
defined largely as an individual process, empowerment can be used in
the conservative political rhetoric of freeing the government of
responsibility for injustices and for granting social security. Instead,
the argument makes individuals and communities responsible for
their own social security and welfare, without providing the
necessary supportand resources.

The empowerment of women is located within the discourse
and agenda of gender equality and is increasingly being taken in the
agendas of international development organizations, perhaps more
asameans toachieve gender equality than asan end in itself.

At the Social Summit in Copenhagen in 1993 and the
International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo
1994 Governments committed themselves to the empowerment of
women. This commitment was operationalized and formulated into a
clear action plan at the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing
1995 where Governments committed themselves to the
“empowerment and advancement of women, including the right to
freedom of thought, conscience, religion and belief, thus contributing
to the moral, ethical, spiritual and intellectual needs of women and
men, individually or in community with others and thereby
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guaranteeing them the possibility of realizing their full potential in
society and shaping their lives in accordance with their own
aspirations.”

Different Levels of Empowerment

In line with most theorists on empowerment the one has to
view empowerment as taking place at differentlevels and that change
at all levels is necessary if the empowerment of women is really to
occur.

We have to relate empowerment at three levels:
empowerment at the individual, group, and societal/community-
level and the interaction between these.

The individual level deals with individual women's abilities
to take control over their lives, their perceptions about their own
value and abilities, their abilities to identify a goal and work towards
this goal.

The group level deals with the collective action and sense of
agency thatwoman experience together, ina group.

The societal level deals with the permissiveness of the
political and social climate, the societal norms and the public
discourse on what is possible and impossible for women to do, how
women should behave etc.

The different levels are seen as interconnected and mutually
reinforcing, e.g. when empowerment at individual level occurs, this
will have effect at the group and societal level. Women who are
empowered at an individual level will most likely go on and affect the
other levels. Empowerment at a group level e.g. women organizing
around a particular need is likely to have effect on the individual
empowerment of the women in the form of increased self-esteem and
sense of agency.

Empowerment of Indian Women: A Challenge of 21st Century

Women's empowerment is a new phrase in the vocabulary of
gender literature. The phrase is used in two broad senses i.e. general
and specific. In a general sense, it refers to empowering women to be
self-dependent by providing them access to all the freedoms and
opportunities, which they were denied in the past only because of
their being 'women'. In a specific sense, women empowerment refers
to enhancing their position in the power structure of the society.

The word women empowerment essentially means that the
women have the power or capacity to regulate their day- to- day lives
in the social, political and economic terms -a power which enables
them to move from the periphery to the centre stage.

The principle of gender equality is enshrined in the Indian
Constitution in its preamble, fundamental rights, fundamental duties
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and directive principles. The Constitution not only grants equality to
women but also empowers the state to adopt measures, a position;
indiscrimination in favour of women. Within the framework of
democratic polity, our laws, developmental policies, plans and
programmes are aimed at women's advancement in different
spheres. India has also ratified various international conventions to
secure rights of women. The women's movement and a widespread
network of Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) having strong
grass-root presence and deep insight into women'ss concerns have
contributed in inspiring initiatives for the empowerment of women.
Women today are trying to understand their position in the society.
Women have become increasingly aware of sexual inequalities in
every sphere oflife and are seeking ways to fight them.

The Indian women have cast of their age old shackles of
serfdom and male domination. She has come to her own and started
scaling the ladders of social advance with proud and dignity. Women
of India are now uplifted and emancipated and granted equal status
with men in all walks of life-political, social, domestic and
educational. They have a franchise, they are free to join any service or
follow any profession. Free India has, besides her woman prime
minister, women ambassadors, women cabinet ministers, women
legislators, women governors, women scientists, engineers-doctors-
space researchers-giant IT specialists, women Generals, women
public officers, judiciary officers and in many more responsible
positions. No distinction is now made in matters of education
between boys and girls. Their voice is now as forceful and important
as that of men. They are becoming equal partners in making or
dismissing ofa government.

Hindu law has been changed and modified. Far-reaching changes
have been introduced in the Hindu Marriage Act. Women have been
given right to divorce in certain cases. Besides this, the Hindu
Succession Act has given to the daughter; the right to the property of
her parents. Our Constitution has given equal rights to women. No
distinction has been made on the basis of caste, religion or sex. Their
rights have thus been safeguarded. Thirdly, three percent reservation
forwomenisapttobe enacted in the future.

Women Empowerment- still an illusion of reality

Not-withstanding the remarkable changes in the position of
women in free India, there is still a great divergence between the
constitutional position and stark reality of deprivation and
degradation. Whatever whiff of emancipation has blown in Indian
society, has been inhaled and enjoyed by the urban women, their
population belonging to the rural areas are still totally untouched by
the wind of changes. They still have been living in miserable
conditions, steeped in poverty, ignorance, superstition and slavery.
There still exists a wide gulf between the goals enunciated in the
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Constitution, legislations, policies, plans, programmes and related
mechanisms on the one hand and the situational reality on the status
of women in India, on the other. The human rights scenario in the
country continues to be dismal and depressing. Women are being
brutalized, commoditized, materialized and subjected to inhuman
exploitation and discrimination.

Although, gender discrimination has been banned by the
Constitution and women have been guaranteed political equality with
men, yet there is a difference between the constitutional rights and
the rights enjoyed in reality by women. Even after half a century of
independence, barring a few exceptions, women have mostly
remained outside the domain of power and political authority.
Although they constitute about half of the citizen and over the years
their participation by way of voting has increased, yet their
participation and representation in law making and law
implementing bodies are not very satisfactory. No doubt the 73rd and
74th constitutional amendment acts have provided access to women
in the decision making process at the grass-root level but their
representation in the Parliament and state legislatures is woefully
poor. Insecurity does not allow the women leaders to identify
leadership at the grass-root level. In politics when a man proposes,
they themselves depose. In reality women representatives are
ornamental in nature and political consciousness is found lacking
among them. They are affected by the caste and class divisions, feudal
attitudes, patriarchal nature of the family and village-social,
environmental, ethnic, religious separatism and the like. They are
members on record only. Allegedly, they are not consulted while
taking decision. Thus, women representatives are not free from male
dominance in the village administration and no significant change in
the power equal is observed in the villages.

In these days of scam-ridden politics, the increasing role of
money and mafia in elections keeps most of the women away from
politics. Increasing violence and vulgarity against them intimates
women and consequently they prefer to stay out of politics.

What are the reasons for this sorry state of affairs? Issues may be
various and varied, however a few basic issues deserve specific
mention:

Lack ofawareness

Lack of social and economic empowerment
Lack of political will

Feebleness of accountability mechanisms
Lack of enforcement by the police force
Lack ofgender culture

The question arises, how greater participation of women in
politics can be achieved? Generally, the answer is suggested in the
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form of 'reservation'. However, mere reservation will not solve the
problem unless and until women are given commensurate powers to
function effectively and they themselves become more conscious and
aware of their rights and duties.

More steps to be taken

There cannot be any dramatic movement in the system just
by including women members in Gram Panchayat. At the same time, it
is also essential to shed certain stereotyped prevailing notions about
role and importance of women in socio-economic development.
Women should be encouraged to play a more active part. The male
representatives have to establish a rapport with female
representatives and give due respect and attention to their views. In
the process of development and decision-making women have to
operate along with men.

Of course, there is some awareness among women due to
reservation for them in the Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs). But
there is need for appropriate training and education relating to
different aspects in functioning of Panchayats to make women
members conscious enough about their effective role and
representation in the Panchayat Samiti. This kind of training can be
organized at the district or block level immediately following the
election. We have to understand that women representatives can play
avital role in the formulation and implementation of various women
and child development programmes. This would increase the efficacy
of such programmes. For instance, the women representatives and
Gram Panchayat should have sufficient control over the primary
education, primary health care and running of the public distribution
system.

The state must pass and enforce legislation so that the status
of women in society is brought to a respectable level through the long
arms of the law. In 1985, a separate department of Women and Child
Development was set up. In the Sixth Five Year plan, a separate
chapter on 'Women and Development' was included. The government
had started and implemented major programmes like Support to
Training-cum-Employment for Women (STEP), Mahilakosh,
Women's Development Corporation, etc. However, legislations and
efforts of the state have not made deeper in-roads into the rural and
urban areas. For example, sex determination of fetus still continues in
all the rural regions of the country despite the enforcement of
legislation on Pre-natal Diagnostic Technique (Regulation and
Prevention of Misuse) Act, which was passed in 1994. The women of
India must oppose this sex determination of foetus, eve-teasing, bride
burning, child marriage, exploitation in the offices, lower wages for
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labour etc. women from all walks of life must unite and must give
priority to their education, growth and the prosperity of their
families. Police should accept more female officers and constables so
that they are able to deal with the female victims of our society.
Female infanticide, female torture, Sati and dowry must be banned in
the country.

Women must become literate, as education is beneficial for
them as well as their families. The family web is woven around the
women. She has to be up to the mark and educated so that she could
fend for herself and her family during the hour of crisis. The status of
women would improve only if they educate themselves and grab
every opportunity to become stronger and more powerful than
before.

The discussion brings a major conclusion to light-the status
of women could be improved by women themselves and nobody else.
Itis the modern era of satellites, achievements and technology-based
gadget. Why should women be left behind?

There should be a better and fuller understanding of the
problems peculiar to woman, to make a solution of those problems
possible. As these problems centre round the basic problem of
inequality, steps should be taken to promote equality of treatment
and full integration of woman in the total development effort of the
country.

The main stress should be on equal work and elimination of
discrimination in employment. One of the basic policy objectives
should be universal education of woman, the lack of which tends to
perpetuate the unequal status quo. The popular UNESCO slogan
should come in handy: "educate a man and you educate an individual;
educate awoman and you educate a family."

Women will have to empower themselves 'from below' in
order to compel the government to empower them 'from above'.
Further, there is a need for a change of values and behaviour in the
society, a need for positive socio-cultural and economic
empowermentand above all the will power and strong determination
of women to join politics. Education can play a vital role in bringing
aboutthe desirable behavioural changes among the women and make
them well equipped in terms of knowledge, competence and capacity
to deal with different political problems.

It may be concluded that women have shifted traditional
assumptions about their roles and capabilities. There has been a
marked change, and it has been for the better. Many of its benefits
however have yet to touch the majority and all of us continue to
experience various forms of gender discrimination. If laws designed
to address the concerns of women are to have a dramatic and positive
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impact on women's lives, they must be sensitive to the social,
economic and political disempowerment of women throughout the
world. The most important measure of their success should be the
extent to which they enable woman to interpret, apply and enforce
laws of their own making, incorporating their own voices, values and
concerns.

Conclusion

The Empowerment of women has become one of the most
important Concerns of 21% century not only at national level but also
at the international level. Efforts by the Govt. are on to ensure Gender
equality but Government initiatives alone would not be sufficient to
achieve this goal. Society must take initiative to create a climate in
which there is no gender discrimination and Women have full
opportunities of Self decision making and participating in the Social,
Political and Economic life of the Country with a sense of equality.
Then only the Vedic verse 4t -3l yausd 24 d>t 2adl (Wherever Women
isrespected, God resides there) would come true.
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A Study of Relationship between Print
Media and Women Empowerment

RAKESH KAKKAD

“Our first attempt should be directed towards the awakening
in the minds of as many women as possible, a consciousness
of their present condition.”

Mahatma Gandhi

The primeval portrayal of a God 'ArdhaNarishwar’ is half
female (prakriti) and half male (purusha), thus clearly defining that
both man and woman are equal in all aspects of life. How far is this
true?

Repression of women is a well observed fact, not only
restricted to the underdeveloped nations but is equally prevalent in
developed countries too. Women in India have stereotypical image
living with two contraries, almost concurrently - shakti (power) the
primordial cosmic power, the source of power itself and - the
powerless, unfortunate with no identity of her own.

“Tottilaioatumkaitollulakaiaalumkai”, we say the hand that
rocks the cradle governs the world. But, the harsh reality is that
women have been exploited in our society, over centuries. The level of
development of women is different in different parts of the country.
This probably is one more example of the reality that India is like a
snake whose head is in the 21* century and the tail in the 17" century.
From the years of sati, devdasi system and child marriages to the
recent years, women have undergone a substantial transition, like an
avalanche which laid frozen and static for centuries but is now full of
positive energy and moving rapidly.

Woman in India has always been considered as an instrument
of procreation or to be exploited physically and thus never considered
anywhere equal to the males. Till date this fact exits to such an extent
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thataboy child is any day preferred over his counterpart.

Discrimination and exploitation of women along with poverty,
ignorance and denial of basics of life aggravate the inequalities that
women are forced to face. Gender equality is a prime human right
allowing women to live independently with dignity.

A vital feature for the success of gender equality is the
empowerment of women. In order to achieve this, the focus should be
on providing more freedom to women, to organise their lives and also
to identify and reduce power imbalances. Women's empowerment is
believed to be a dynamic process of individual as well as collective
struggle against the forces which suppressand subordinate women. It
accentuates a procedure of reorganisation of all existing resources in
the society, be it social, economic, political, intellectual or cultural. It
indicates a change from a state of powerlessness to one that
recognises and strengthens women to take greater control over their
lives. Women empowermentis to be achieved by insuring that women
are productive labour, they have equal right to work and property and
rightto life.

The Indian Constitution in its Preamble, Fundamental Rights,
Fundamental Duties and Directive Principles enshrine the principle
of gender equality. It not only grants equality to women, but also
authorises the state to approve procedures of positive discrimination
in favour of women. But this is not enough, the stress is to be laid on
women representing their views and unsolved issues and their
portrayal in an encouraging manner which will finally lead to women
empowerment.

Though globalization has clearly led to an exemplar change in
women's role in the society, but even with the introduction of various
development measures, the situation is still not in their favor. Female
sexratiois merely 933 per 1,000 males, and female literacy is 53.7 per
cent, itis 21.6 per centlower than the male literacy rate (according to
2001 census) which indicates the shrewdness of our development
programs. This is only half the story, it is glaring to note that
discriminating old customs, skewed attitudes and patriarchal system
continues like a rabies and even the government rulings have helped
verylittle to cureit.

Year 2001 branded as Women Empowerment Year was
certainly a successful year, dedicated to improve the status of women
in the society. The objective was to create an extensive awareness
with active involvement of women themselves. The primary focus
was to bring women into the national mainstream and to guarantee
their rightful place in the economic development of India.

A series of World Conferences related to women have
strengthened social, economical, and political magnitude of gender
equality through empowerment of women, internationally as well as
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nationally. The two calculated objectives of Beijing Platform of Action
concerning women and media that aims to promote women
empowerment is to increase women involvement in decision-making
through media and other technologies of mass communication; and
promotion of non-stereotyped portrayal of women in media.

Communication invigorates all forms of human efforts to
enlighten and encourage, inspire and organise, build poise, restore
confidence, change behaviour, and so on. Communication is one of the
most essential two way process of life. A baby cries when it is hungry,
thus communicating its need. The mother hears the cry and she
assures thatbaby is fed properly, thereby fulfilling baby's need.

Information is a major contributor in the progress of change
and development. Itis only through communication that one acquires
information associated to our immediate surroundings. To get
information on national/international news, politics, health, science,
or trade, one of the media (print/electronic) comes into play directly
or indirectly. Thus, media is the foremost source of information
dissemination which considerably influences masses' opinion. Views
or behaviours are based on what an individual perceives from
information collected through media.

For the empowerment of women, exposure to mass media
channels of communication contributes as a major factor. Women get
considerable information on issues related to their empowerment if
they are more open to the elements of mass media channels like
newspaper, magazines, radio or television. Communication processes
and media together can bring socio-economic development in a
developing country like ours.

The exposure to mass media can help in gaining knowledge
and change attitudes which will indirectly help women gain freedom
atall fronts. Mass media aims at improving the quality of life of those
who are under developed and marginalised, thus contributing to
empowerment. With the present advancements in global
communications, the media has a larger role to play in the
empowerment of women.

The Indian media, in its initial 30 years after independence,
ignored women or merely focused on middle-class domestic
problems. Butin late seventies when women organisation's kicked off
movements, media invariably played an important role in spreading
information and ideas about the status of women in society and the
need toimprove it.

'The crucial role of media for transmitting the development
information was well perceived in Seventh Five Year Plan (1985-99)
when a separate Chapter on “Communication, Information and
Broadcasting” was included in the planned document. In this Chapter,
the mass media has been highlighted as, ‘A vehicle of education and
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extension to narrow the information gap between different target
groups like youth, women, children and weaker sections.”

The Eleventh Five Year Plan tends to ensure that every Indian
woman develops her full potential and share the advantage of
economic progress and prosperity. Women empowerment is
fundamental to sustainable growth and recognition of the human
rights. It is a proven fact that women are major contributors to the
growing economies of the world and for the same to be replicated,
woman's development and empowerment has to be ensured by all
means.

As our country is already experiencing a communication
revolution, the mass media's role of disseminating social and
economic messages to large section of society will further commence
the process of development in itself. Indian women being portrayed
as a fairer sex can change the publicimage by gaining access as well as
control to country's means of mass communication.

This proves beyond doubt that for developments in any society,
media plays a crucial role and serves as a powerful instrument of
social transformation. The rapid expansion of print and electronic
media in 20" century is accountable for letting the sheltered and
isolated women curbed by old societal norms to know their rights and
revoltagainstinequality.

The present decade is a decisive time for Indian society, as the
nation faces gender imbalance upon which the civilisation depends is
unraveling with daring consequences. To build a sustainable future,
the minds of the society need to be cultured, all issues concerning
women have to be understood and responded. To live in a new global
reality of empowered women in all respects, a giant leap needs to be
taken by the media. The Indian media needs to react strongly to socio-
cultural forms of gender prejudice. Media has the power and where-
with-alls to provide magic multipliers for development causes.

Indian patriarchal society has diversified traditions, cultures,
beliefs and mindsets. The media being a powerful tool of
communication can help in molding the thoughts and beliefs of a
society. The role of mass media as a social constructor and as an agent
of change is too obvious to be ignored. The media acts as a catalyst for
the development of entire society and a nation as a whole by
exterminating ill practices prevailing in the social system. It is for the
media to contemplate on the long-term inferences of their efforts on
society at large. The contents of the media, if powerful and appealing
are nurtured by the masses. Today, the importance and urgency of
nation building and the ideals on which it rests, requires adequate
projection and reinforcement by the media more than ever before.

The woman folk desperately need their rightful share in the
development plans of the nation along with recognition of their
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productive role in strengthening the family and society. The
development efforts should be aimed at elevating the status of
women in order to bring them into the national mainstream. The
focus needs to be on wider perspectives of development and not only
by raising their economic status but at the same time empowering
themin all spheres oflife.

The responsibility of media in projecting women's role in
society is extremely crucial and decisive. Determining selective issues
relating to women on their status, political participation, economic
contribution, and social importance and further projecting these in
mass media would create awareness and lead to women
empowerment.

Print media has a larger role to play in originating opinions on
vital issues in a democratic system. It is further strengthened by the
fact that during freedom struggle it played a critical role in mass
awareness. Media's role in handling and highlighting women issues is
seen to be believed. Due to its wide outreach and affordability, print
media can be one of the most effective medium of generating
awareness among women. Women need to know their rights and
should give away with the discrimination which is deep rooted in the
age-old traditions and prejudices. Media plays a crucial role in
articulating voices of the oppressed women by highlighting issues
affecting them. The need of the hour is to understand the key
variables and follow a constructive approach and remove the area of
hindrances. To this end, media should play an everlasting role in
empowering the women.
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Feminine Issues in Bharati Mukherjee's
Jasmine

RUSHI SUMANKUMAR PANDYA

The aim of my research paper is to critically analyse the
character of protagonist of Jasmine so as to investigate and
comprehend the predicament of women in Indian as well as global
society with special reference to feminine issues like racial and
gender discrimination as well as alienation and assimilation with
reference to Indian diaspora. Most of the female characters of the
novels of Bharti Mukherjee seem to be caughtin a flux of tradition and
modernity. Neither can they completely detach themselves from their
past, nor do they have any certitude in the future. Their never ending
struggle to survive and adjust in accordance with the shifting cultural
and social values is in the centre. Whether it is India or any other
foreign country, the female characters are victimized and sometimes
even enslaved due to gender discrimination. Moreover, racial
discrimination seems to be an inevitable compensation that
immigrants will have to forfeit. Bharati Mukherjee unveils these
issues very faithfully in her novels. Furthermore she has a profound
understanding of the issues related to the settlers. Therefore their
struggle to reconcile in an alien society has been illustrated very
effectively. It is noteworthy that they are alienated from both foreign
aswell as their own culture and society.

Bharati Mukherjee, born in July 27, 1940 in Calcutta, is an
Indian American novelist and short-story writer whose works reflect
Indian culture and immigrant experience. She was born into a
wealthy Calcutta family. She attended a Bengali school from 1944 to
1948. She later travelled with her parents to Europe after
Independence. After three years abroad, the family returned to India.
Mukherjee attained the degree of B.A. from the University of Calcutta
in 1959 as a student of Loreto College, and subsequently earned her
M.A. from the University of Baroda in 1961. She then entered the
University of lowa, earning an M.FA. from the lowa Writers'
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Workshop in 1963 and a Ph.D. from the Department of Comparative
Literature in 1969. From 1966 to 1980 she lived in Montreal and
Toronto, which she found provincial and racist. She then moved to the
United States in 1980 and began teaching at the university level. She
became a U.S. citizen in 1989 and that year accepted a position of
teaching postcolonial and world literature at the University of
California at Berkeley. In addition to writing numerous works of
fiction and non-fiction, Mukherjee taught at McGill University,
Skidmore College, Queens College, and City University of New York
before joining Berkeley.

Bharati Mukherjee's contribution as a novelist and short story
writer is unique in the sense that she is able to represent the
immigrant conditions as they are. Being an immigrant, she has the
first-hand experience of immigrant psyche and issues pertaining to
migration. In fact, other writer's like Jhumpa Lahiri have also
contributed a lot in defining the immigrant issues, even so the variety
and multidimensionality evident in the works of Bharati Mukherjee is
rare. Moreover conditions of immigrants, especially immigrant
women, are not static and the process of assimilation and changing
environment adds new dimensions to it. In case of the Bharati
Mukherjee's writing such dynamism and lifelike characters and
situations could be found. She depicts not only cultural clashes but
alsoundercurrents of violence in her works.

Her firstnovel, The Tiger's Daughter (1972), narrates a story of
a protected Indian woman jolted by the cultural shock of America,
then again shaken by her return to violent Calcutta. Wife (1975)
details the descent into madness of an Indian woman trapped in New
York City by the fears and passivity resulting from her upbringing.
Even in her short stories, like in collection of short stories entitled
Darkness (1985), many stories consist of not only indictments of
Canadian racism and traditional Indian views of women but also
sharp studies of the edgy inner lives of her characters. The Middleman
and Other Stories (1988) centres on the story of immigrants in the
United States. Jasmine (1989) is the most celebrated novel of the
author having a powerful protagonist willing to assimilate in the U.S.
at any cost. The Holder of the World (1993), Leave It to Me (1997),
Desirable Daughters (2002) and The Tree Bride (2004) are her
later novels dealing with various feminine issues.

She along with her husband, Clark Blaise, has also written Days
and Nights in Calcutta (1977), an account of their 14-month stay in
India, and The Sorrow and the Terror: The Haunting Legacy of the Air
India Tragedy (1987). Mukherjee also wrote several works of social
analysis, including Political Culture and Leadership in India (1991), an
assessment of leadership trends in West Bengal. In most of her works
she majorly deals with the nostalgia of immigrants and other
feminine issues. Her novels depict women in search for identity and

FEMININE ISSUES IN JASMINE 53

quest for the definition of self. They don't seem to have any certainty
regarding their role and place in the hierarchy of the society. Thus, the
author has dealt with various feminine issues profoundly.

Therole and status of women in Indian society have never been
incessant and if we consider it from the diasporic perspective, as in
case of the novels of Bharati Mukherjee, they shift so dramatically and
swiftly that either an aspirant individual like Dimple may turn into a
self-destructive maniac or a powerfully willed person like Jasmine
could adapt and evolve into a whole new being of freewill. To claim
that any one society or culture is free from the patriarchal dominance
will be an utter mistake as the question of gender discrimination has
been raised throughout the world by the voices like Simone de
Beauvoir who admits,

“Thus humanity is male and man defines woman not in herself
but as relative to him; she is not regarded as an autonomous being.
Michelet writes: '"Woman, the relative being .. And Benda is most
positive in his Rapport d'Uriel: 'The body of man makes sense in itself
quite apart from that of woman, whereas the latter seems wanting in
significance by itself ... Man can think of himself without woman. She
cannot think of herself without man.' And she is simply what man
decrees; thus she is called 'the sex', by which is meant that she
appears essentially to the male as a sexual being. For him she is sex -
absolute sex, no less. She is defined and differentiated with reference
to man and not he with reference to her; she is the incidental, the
inessential as opposed to the essential.” (The Second Sex 8)

Apart from dealing with patriarchal society, female
immigrants also have to undergo through the racial discrimination.
Their conditions are worse in the sense that not only because they
belong to the second sex but also because they are immigrants. The
outlook towards them is well revealed by Bharati Mukherjee as
described here,

“Many who meet Jasmine, the character in the novel of the
same name, underestimate her because there is an unwritten
assumption - expressed by Half-Face before he rapes her - that all
immigrants are dirt-poor, uneducated, and innocent of modern
technology” (228).

The case of Jasmine is very different as she begins her journey
from a small feudal village Hasnapur where patriarchal norms assert
that “we are brought up to be caring and have no minds of our own.
Village girls are cattle; whichever way you lead them, that is the way
they will go” (Jasmine 46). Their role is always secondary and they are
looked upon and, in fact trained in a way to serve their masters. Even
so she is not the one who succumbs to the patriarchal authority very
easily. Even at the age of seven she is confident enough to discard the
prophesies of the village astrologer in hash terms. She says, “You're a




54 RUSHI SUMANKUMAR PANDYA

crazy old man. You don't know what my future holds!”(Jasmine 3). She
refuses to marry the widower selected by her grandmother and
marries Prakash Vijh in a court of law. Prakash is a modern man who
delivers Jasmine the freedom she longed for. Her new transition as a
wife is symbolized by the act of her husband's giving her a new name,
Jasmine. Prakash encourages Jyoti to study English, and symbolically
gives Jyoti a new name Jasmine, and a new life. “He wanted to break
down the Jyoti I'd been in Hasnapur and make me a new kind of city
woman. To break off the past, he gave me a new name: Jasmine...Jyoti,
Jasmine: I shuttled between identities.” (Jasmine 77) He considers
Jasmine as both an object of physical satisfaction and his caretaker,
however at the same time hd does provide her with her own space
and freedom not looking down on her as a mere object of sexual
pleasure and personal servant. He is, like a modern husband,
sometimes even “afraid of embarrassing with any desire or demand”
(Jasmine 79). Even though his act of marrying a girl of fourteen puts an
end to the discussion proving that more or less he is also a
representative of patriarchal society. Nevertheless she is content
playing a role of wife for some time until her dreams are shattered by
the murder of her husband.

After the death of Prakash she does not give up and accept the
cursed life of a widow in her patriarchal society. Now she is in search
of a new identity to live on instead of ending it like a “Sati”. Jasmine
sways between the past and the present attempting to come to terms
with the two worlds, though it is not an easy choice but she prefers to
live a life of immigrant in an alien country. From an oppressive and a
rural family in India, she enters into America in search of a more
fruitful life and to realize the dreams of her husband. Jasmine sets off
onanagonizing trip as anillegal immigrant to Florida, and thus begins
her symbolic trip of transformations, displacement, and a search for
identity. The outlook of men as an object is not limited to any country
orregion, in fact, women are victimized everywhere no matter where
they are. We see that Jasmine is raped by the Half-Face, captain of the
ship in which she travelled. Nevertheless she quickly regains her
confidence. She reflects, “I could not let my personal dishonour
disrupt my mission” (Jasmine 118). She is not the one who can allow
anyone to treat her as an object and she knows that her search for
identity will end even before its beginning if she does not assert
herself with authority and thus she takes her revenge instantly. Here
we see that violence is taken for granted for self-assertion which is
depicted as quite natural and most feasible option.

Jasmine finds a new life by the support of Prof. Vadhera and his
family. However she soon realizes that spending time there will not do
any good to her. She is all the time reminded of her widowhood and
she feltaggravated there as she states, “In this apartment of artificially
maintained Indianness, | wanted to distance myself from everything
Indian, everythingJyoti-like. To them, I was awidow who should show
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a proper modesty of appearance and attitude” (Jasmine 145). Though
she is protected there but she seems to be caught in more or less the
same kind of patriarchal bondage and Indianness which haunts her of
robbing her freedom.

The metamorphosis of the protagonist takes another leap
when she meets Prof. Taylor who offers her independence in the form
of 'day-mummy' to Duff. The symbolic representation of her
transformation in the form of changing names again takes place when
Taylor rechristens her as Jase. She falls in love with Taylor and is
totally Americanised. However if look deeper this change is more
outer and representative of her willing effort to assimilate. From
inside she is still in conflict with her multiple selves as revealed from
her reaction towards the idea of adoption, “I could not imagine a non-
genetic child. A child that was not my own, or my husband's, struck me
as a monstrous idea. Adoption was as foreign to me as the idea of
widow remarriage” (Jasmine 170). She has not been able to accept the
alien culture from inside. All her efforts are directed towards her
survival and for that she could go to any extent. In fact, at this juncture
she seems to be wearing a masquerade as denoted here, “I wanted to
become a person they thought they saw: humorous, intelligent
refined, affectionate. Not illegal, not murderer, not widowed, raped,
destitute, fearful” (Jasmine 171).

Another shift comes in her life when she spots the murderer of
her husband and eventually flees to lowa. Here she is acquainted with
Bud Ripplemayer who recruits her as a teller girl in a bank. She begins
anew life with a new name Jane and a new a live-in-relationship with
Bud. Her changing attitude with reference to sexuality is a big leap
towards her being Americanised, it is something Jyoti would have
never thought of doing. Adaptability is the key to success in case of
Jasmine. In her case her gender relations change dramatically with
changing and developing identity. Her diasporic movement exposes
her to a new culture with new possibilities and she adapts to it.
However it also turns out to be another temporary setback in her
journey of identity crisis as Bud is shot down and she has to act as a
caretaker of Bud and theiradopted son. She even carries Bud's child in
her womb.

As a final gallop towards her formation of identity she even
throws away the sense of guilt and moves back to California with
Taylor, deserting Bud. She emerges as the boldest character of Bharati
Mukherjee when she admits,

“Itisn'tguiltthatIfeelit'srelief. I realize | have already stopped
thinking of myself as Jane. Adventure, risk, transformation: the
frontier is pushing indoors through uncaulked windows. Watch me
re-position the stars, I whisper to the astrologer who floats cross-
legged above my kitchen stove (Jasmine 240).”
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She rejects every norm of the patriarchal society and manages
to shape her life fruitfully after a long struggle with her displaced
identity. She is really “greedy with wants and reckless from hope”
(Jasmine 241). The author instils unfathomable possibilities in her.
She is the most suitable example one can give for the theory of
evolution and adaptability. In fact she is made for it as she admits
while noticing Du's progress, “My transformation has been genetic;
Du'swas hyphenated” (Jasmine 222).

The author identifies herself with Jasmine very proudly by
admitting that “Jasmine goes through several transformations, and I
like to think that she is still open to many more self-inventions. She
lives on, very fully, inside my head” (Personal interview). She
overcomes the dilemmas between past and present, tradition and
modernity, patriarchy and self-assertion, sacrifice and selfhood and
so on. She is no more a woman in exile; in fact, the whole world is her
playground. Thus, it is quite clear that the feminine issues, such as
gender and racial discrimination as well as identity displacement and
assimilation in the midst of shifting values with reference to Indian
diasporaiswell revealed and discovered here.
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Empowered Women in Corporate Field
in India

VIPUL DASANI

Earlier Indian women were meant to be family-keepers and
home-makers only. There are examples of women who came out of
crowd of millions of dependently secured women and led the
surrounding masses. The history substantiates the fact that the
dynamic ladies like Razia Sultana, Rani Laxmibai, Kasturba and
Mother Teresa have played different vital roles in extreme conditions.

Today the Indian women have penetrated a field which was
earlier meantsolely for men. They have come forward and are holding
the reign of large business-houses. The role of the women which we
often see in vegetable markets as a seller of trifle things has been
transformed into controlling the MNCs.

The glimpses of emergence of women from house-keepers to
the business-keepers can be seen everywhere. On 13" of August this
year; an event, at the Central Hall of the ITC Hotel in Mumbai,
showcased the high-profile Indian business women icons. The words
of Naina Lal Kidwai (Country head-HSBC) were infectiously energetic
for the audience there: “One should be impatient with steps one takes
butbe patientaboutthe outcome.”

Are Indian women really impatient to take steps especially in the
field of commerce?

The substantial presence of the women in the Indian corporate
boards is evident in many cases. Interestingly, this presence is seen in
banks in higher proportions. There are numerous examples for the
same as follows.

Chanda Kochar, MD & CEO, ICICI Bank

She is known for shaping the retail banking sector in India. She
is the head of India's largest private sector bank. She was conferred
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the 'Padma Bhushan' - India's highest civilian honors, in 2011.
According to Fortune magazine she is one of the most powerful 50
business women worldwide. (www.icici.com)

Vinita Bali, MD, Britania Industries:

She has worked in corporate giants and MNCs like Cadbury,
Coca-Cola and Voltas. She has played a key role in Coca-Cola Company
in African and Latin-Americaregions as a vice president.

Vijyalaxmi Iyer, Chairperson & MD, Bank of India

She has served Central Bank of India, Union Bank of India and
thenjoined the Bank of India.

Shikha Sharma, CEO, Axis Bank

She is the CEO of the bank which is ranked 3™ in private sector.
According to the Business Standard, 14" October issue, the share
price of the company has increased by 90% during her tenure. She is
one of the heftily paid directors in India - her basic salary is 1.96
crore!

Renu Sud Karnad, MD, HDFC

She started her journey in 1978 with HDFC at the age of 26 and
after 35 years now, sheis the head of India's largest private bank.

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, Chairperson, Biocon

She started Biocon in 1978 and made the company a fully
integrated bio-pharmaceutical company having good balanced
business.

Archna Bhargav, Chairperson & MD, United Bank of India

She started her career in Punjab Nation Bank in 1977 as a
Management Trainee and then joined Canara Bank.

Renuka Ramnath, Founder & MD-Multiples Alternative Asset
Management:

Stepping out of the leading private sector financial institution
like ICICI, Renuka founded her own investment company. According
to what she believes, she runs this equity firm to channelize long term
capital to create valuable enterprises.

Vanitha Narayanan, MD, IBM-India:

Under herleadership, the company secured aland mark deal of
$750 million from Bharti Airtel for 10 years and some significant
contracts from the companies like Birla-Sun Life, Asian Paints, Godrej
Consumer Products etc. IBM-India is said to be the largest
multinational employer in the country having the workforce of
around 150,000 employees.

Pallavi Shroff, Senior Partner, Amarchand & Mangaladas &
Suresh Shroffand Co. (India's biggest Law Firm):
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She has successfully represented corporate giants like the
Tatas, Apollo Tyres, Coca-cola, GE, Nestle and many more. Even the
biggest business-associations of India like CII and FICCI took her
advice on the matters of auction policies of the government for natural
resources like mining, spectrums and water, when directed by the
Supreme Court.

ShubhlaxmiPanase, MD, Allahabad bank:

She is the first woman to lead 148 years-old institute, pursuing
her doctorate at Pune University.

Priya Nair, VP (ditergents), Hidustan Unilever:

She has worked in the consumer research, sales and marketing
departments as the brand manager of brands like Dove, Axe, Rexona,
Close-Up and Pepsodent and now she is working as the head of the
company's largest sale-contributing vertical- detergents.

Anjali Bansal, MD, Spencer Stuart India:

She set up this executive search company here in India. Under
her leadership, the company is now engaged in services like board-
advisory and succession planning too.

Swarupa Sanyal, Head-Strategy and Corporate Initiatives,
Genpact:

Genpactis a giant BPO company and has knocked the net profit
of around $178 million in calendar 2012. Swarupa uses her business
skills to form the strategies for the development of the business in
Genpact.

Sumitra Gomatam, Senior VP, Cognizant:

Cognizant is India's second largest IT services company. She
took Cognizant's software testing practice to a new height from 800
people in 2004 to 23,000 people. She leads company's 50% business
in business units such as insurance, life-sciences, media and
entertainment having the turnover of around $7 billion.

Nishi Vasudeva, Director (marketing), HPCL:

She is the only full-time director in some 20 public-sector oil
and gas companies in India. She is responsible for the sale of
company's 30 million tons of petroleum products. She is nominated
on 21" August by the central government for the post of CMD
(Chairman and Managing Director) of HPCL Ltd.

Asha Gupta, MD, Tupperware India:

Under her leadership, the company sailed high and recorded a
growth of 38% surpassing the 6% global growth of the company. She
has fuelled the entrepreneurship among the women and has around
114 women distributors for the company.
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Shanti Ekambaram, President-Corporate and Investment
Banking, Kotak Mahindra Bank:

She led major 19 M&A transactions and her efforts have made
it possible to earn pre-tax profit of Rs. 1211 crore in 2012-13 from Rs.
1972 crore for the company. She led 16 stock market transactions for
selling sharesin 2012 /13 including IPOs & FPOs from companies like
NTPC, SAIL, Bharti Infratel etc.

Moreover there are other contributors like Archana Hingorani,
CEO and Executive Director, IL&FS Investments, Chitra Ramkrishnan,
MD & CEO, National Stock Exchange, Kirthiga Reddy, Facebook's first
employee in India and now Senior Head. Very long though this list s, it
doesn't actually prove that the Indian women have developed and
their social conditions have tremendously improved, but it gives us an
idea about the changing scenario. The declining sex-ratio in India is
really a matter of concern. This can result in a social chaos too, as we
all know. But their participation in economic activities and
independence will at least help in maintaining Status Quo in their
situation and, hopefully, that willimprove their social status.

Women Empowerment in Indian
English Fiction - A Bird's Eye View

POONAM P. JOSHI

Introduction

In Indian society atrocities and discrimination against women
is a way of daily life. One of the major aspects of women
empowerment in India is to change the attitude of society towards
women. The problem of Indian society is that the people never
worked on gender equality. Still in India, women are considered to be
only worthwhile of household activities and raising children. The veil
system, child marriage and dowry are evidences of this truth. Women
have never been part of the mainstream society and are still
considered as a responsibility. Majority of Women in India often end
up in the daily struggle of managing an ill equipped family and are not
in a position to drive out themselves from the oppressive and
regressive social and economic conditions.

Women's empowerment cannot take place unless women
decide to self-empower themselves. Self empowerment can begin by
facing day to day issues and tackling them for improving the overall
living conditions of women and all strata of the society. For this
purpose progressive and resourceful women in the society need to
come forward to help their less privileged sisters in as many ways as
possible. This shall help to sow the seeds of real women
empowermentin India. The women of today have triumphed over the
myth of femininity. They are beginning to assert their independence
in concrete ways; but they have not succeeded.

Indian English Literature

Today Indian English literature has attracted worldwide
interest, both in India and abroad. It has been accepted as part of
world literature in English. The credit of this rich harvest goes to the
pioneers-Raja Rao, R.K. Narayan and M.R. Anand who have raised
Indian English Fiction to a new height. Apart from the male novelists,
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women writers too occupy a distinctive place in enriching Indian
English literature. Woman has inspired literature and has been one of
its pivotal themes too. She herself is also a creator of literature and
therefore a woman's presence in literature is all pervading.
Traditionally, due to patriarchal society the works of Indian women
writers have been undervalued.

Women are born storytellers. Indian women novelists have
contributed substantially to Indian fiction in English. Their fiction can
be the expression of a different way of looking at the world with a
female pair of eyes. Indian women writers have started questioning
the age old male authority. They are no longer puppets in the hands of
men. Their writings have shown their worth in the field of literature.
Today, the works of Kamla Markandaya, Nayantara Sahgal, Anita
Desai, Geetha Hariharan, Shashi Deshpande, Kiran Desai, Manju
Kapur, Jhumpa Lahiri and many more have left a deep-rooted
impression on the readers of Indian fiction in English. The work of
these novelists have been widely noticed and acclaimed.

Many Indian women novelists have explored female
subjectivity in order to establish an identity. They chiefly explore
psychic dilemmas and their impact on women characters along with
their efforts to cope with the challenges and achieve a new harmony
of relationship with themselves and their surroundings. They project
the 'New Indian Woman' who is dissatisfied with her traditional role.
Throughout the last decade, women writers have moved away from
conventional enduring self-sacrificing women towards conflicted
female characters searching for identity. The fiction written during
this period provides a glimpse into female psyche and deals with the
full range of female experience.

The major themes explored by these women novelists include
the gender issues, female exploitation and oppression, the concept of
being 'other' in a patriarchal society, the theme of growing up from
childhood to womanhood, liberation through self quest, sexual
autonomy, human relationships, realism, magic realism, fantasy, the
image of 'new-women', Indian culture, urbanization, migration, east-
west confrontation, clash between tradition and modernity and
struggle for independence. Indian women novelists in English have
created a position for themselves which becomes clear from the
distinguished critical awards they have received in recent times. They
were conferred with the prestigious awards like Booker Prize,
Commonwealth Writers' Prize for Best First Book (Eurasian section)
and the esteemed Sahitya Akademy Award which unquestionably
establishes that women novelists are no longer 'others’ in Indian
English literary scenario.

Eminent Women Fiction Writers of India
Nayantara Sahagal
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Nayantara Sahgal was the first female Indo-Asian writer to
receive wide recognition. Her fiction deals with India's crises created
by political change. She is the leading practitioner of the political
novels in India. Sahgal's women are educated, intelligent, aware and
sensible women, who live a life of luxury, comfort and security but
they refuse to barter their individuality or freedom for a little security.
Her women characters are aggressive and strong women in their own
unique way. Sahgal's women characters live their lives by their choice
instead of the patriarchal norms.

Anita Desai

Anita Desai is one of the celebrated Indian - English fiction
writers. She holds a unique place among the contemporary women
novelists of India. She has to her credit a large number of creative
works and a growing readership throughout the world.

Anita Desai's women characters rebel against patriarchal
community in order to live in their own terms. They take the position
as outsiders to fight and criticize those cultural ideologies that come
in their way of becoming free individuals. For survival in a men
dominated community they choose withdrawal from the society as a
weapon. Desai's women, thus, want freedom within the community of
men and women. Desai's liberated woman, Bim in the novel Clear
Light Of Day, is an unmarried woman and her married women
characters like Maya in Cry, a Peacock, Monisha in, The City, Nanda in
Fire in the Mountain, and Sita in Where Shall We Go This Summer?
become depressed, violent or self-destructive.

Anita Desai, in her psychological novels, presents the image of
a suffering woman preoccupied with her inner world, her sulking
frustration and the storm within: the existential predicament of a
woman in a male subjugated society. Through such characters, she
makes a plea for a better way of life for women. Her novels have
Indians as central characters. In her novels, she enacts not only the
courageous attempts of women individuals to liberate themselves
from inherited cultural and social bonds but also her own freedom as
anartist.

Bharati Mukherjee

Mukherjee's works focus on migration and alienation faced by
expatriates as well as on Indian women and their struggle. In The
Tiger's Daughter a young girl named Tara comes back to India after
many years of being away only to return to poverty and turmoil. In
Wife, Mukherjee writes about a woman named Dimple who has been
suppressed by men and attempts to be an ideal Bengali wife, but out of
fear and personal instability, murders her husband and commits
suicide. Jasmine develops the idea of mixing of the East and West
encounters by a young Hindu woman who leaves India for the U.S.
after her husband's murder. The unity between the First and Third
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worlds is shown to be in the treatment of women as subordinate in
both countries. In Leave It to Me, a young woman Debby Di Martino
seeks revenge on parents who had abandoned her. The novel also
appears at the conflict between Eastern and Western worlds as well
as at mother-daughter relationships through the political and
emotional topics by the main character in her quest for revenge.

Shashi Deshpande

Shashi Deshpande is a winner of the Sahitya Akadami award,
for her novel 'That long silence’. With a geocentric vision she has
anticipated a new female face with personal experiences. She reflects
on the problems and concerns of the middle class Indian women. Her
feminism is Indian in the sense that it is borne out of the predicament
of Indian women placed between contradictory identities. With
traditional approaches her women characters are trying to tie family
and profession to maintain the virtues of Indian culture.

The underlying theme in Shashi Deshpande's novels is human
relationships especially between father and daughter, husband and
wife, mother and daughter. In all relationships, the women occupy the
central stage and the narration shifts through her feminine
consciousness.

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala's earlier novels including the Booker
Prize-winning Heat and Dust, were set entirely on India. She has
successfully expressed the psychic fragmentation through female
characters. Female subjectivity is one of the most retrogressing
elementsin a social set up. The women long for love, dependency and
the material and emotional comfort of fixed class identity. The
arguments related to feminism and female subjectivity are not new,
they have existed since time immemorial.

Arundhati Roy

Arundhati Roy, the author of the novel, God of Small Things
received the prestigious Booker Prize in 1997. Arundhati Roy's
maiden novel, God of Small Things claimed critical praise from readers
and critics throughout the world. The novel received admiration for
various aspects like the shifting of past and present, her narrative
style which is satiric in tone and her anger on caste system which
dominates our society.

Kiran Desai

Kiran Desai's novel The Inheritance of loss won the 2006
Booker prize and the National Book Critics Circle fiction award. Her
first novel 'Hullabaloo' published in 1998, won 'Betty Trask Award', a
prize given by the society of Authors for the new novels by citizens of
the Common Wealth of nations under the age of 35. Kiran Desai has
handled several major issues of modern civilization in her novel. The

concept of globalization has been many sided. Many aspects of
globalization like economic, political, social, cultural and educational
are discussed in her novel.

Jhumpa Lahiri

Jhumpa Lahiri's debut short story collection, Interpreter of
Maladies (1999), won the 2000 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, and her first
novel, The Namesake (2003), was adapted into the popular film of the
same name. Lahiri's fiction is autobiographical and frequently draws
upon her own experiences as well as those of her parents, friends,
acquaintances, and others in the Bengali communities with which she
is familiar. In her recent novel Unaccustomed Earth, she examines the
fate of the second generation immigrants and their children. As
succeeding generations become increasingly assimilated into
Western culture and are comfortable in constructing global
perspectives, Lahiri's fiction shifts to the needs of the individual
identity. Her characters embark on paths marked by alienation and
self-obsession.

Namita Gokhale

Namita Gokhale's Paro is the story of Paro and Priya. It is an
account of their experiences in life. Paro due to her courage and
convictions becomes the symbol of liberation and individuality.
However, later Paro is doomed to suffer from emotions and cynicism
due to her uncontrolled freedom ending up as a disillusioned woman.
Priya's identification with Paro adds to her misfortunes. The novel
reflects mysterious level of Indian society gaining its strength from
the interplay of reality and fantasy. Gokhale also depicts women
characters in the Indian social setup and their varied responses to
society.

Anita Nair

Anita Nair is a name amongst the rising contemporary women
novelists. She has proved her potential by her work. Her work
consists of understanding of humane psyche as well as knowledge of
mythology which she uses in her novels. Anita Nair depicts realistic
social settings with her knowledge of South Indian culture to give
authenticity to her background. The readers are spellbound by her
ability to delve deep into human mind.

In Ladies Coupe Akhila, the protagonist listens to the various
stories she tries to find a solution to a question which has been
haunting her for long; “Can a woman stay single and be happy, or does
awoman need a man to feel complete?” After the death of her father
Akhila assumes the role of the “man of the family” for she hails from a
matrilineal tradition of Tamil Brahmins. She decides to remain single
after a brieflove affair with Hari, a North Indian man much younger to
her. The stories of the various co-passengers refer to their personal
crises such as loneliness, ill treatment rape, abortion, madness,
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betrayal and how each one coped with them. Akhila reconciles with
life by coming back to Hari. Nair also depicts the plurality of women's
desire.

Githa Hariharan

Githa Hariharan is another significant writer who made her
debut in the nineteen-nineties. The Thousand Faces of Night won the
Commonwealth Writers Prize for Best First Novel in the Eurasian
region. Hariharan's fiction has been translated into a number of
languages including French, Italian, Spanish, German, Dutch, Greek,
Urduand Vietnamese.

Manju Kapur

The other, noted novelist is Manju Kapur. Her first Novel
Difficult Daughters' received the Common Wealth Award for the
Eurasianregion. Inher writings, Manju Kapur has emphasized on the
patriarchal issues, inter-religious marriage, family bond, male-female
bond and co-existence of past and present. Her women protagonists
are victim of gender, domestic violence and circumstances.

Conclusion

The works of Indian women writers are significant in
providing the society with a medium for self-expression and re-
writing the History of India. Modern woman now has paved way for a
new dimension of the Indian novel in English and has acquired
substance. The image of women in fiction has undergone a change
during the last four decades. Women writers have moved away from
traditional portrayals of suffering and self-sacrificing women.
Female characters are searching for identity. In contrast to earlier
novels, female characters from the 1980s onwards defend themselves
and defy marriage and motherhood.

The twenty first century novels give examples of a whole range
of attitudes towards the burden of tradition. Some novelists offer an
analysis of the family structure and the caste system as the key
elements of patriarchal social organization. They also re-interpret
mythology by using new symbols and challenging the canonic
versions. In short, the works of Indian women writers are significant
in making society aware of women's demands and in providing a
medium for self-expression and rephrasing the History of India.

The image of women in fiction has undergone a change during
the last four decades. Women writers have moved away from
traditional portrayals of continuing self-sacrificing women. Female
characters searching for identity are no longer characterized and
defined simply in terms of their victim status. In recent Indian
women's writing a major preoccupation has been a description of
inner life and interpersonal relationships.

The above study shows that women writers have expressed
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their concern for women and their problems. The variety of subjects
has been touched upon. There is a great contribution of women in
creating consciousness for the modern women all over the globe. It
needs an appreciation as the variety of subjects has been handled by
them keeping in mind an Indian environment. Some of the writers
have not claimed that they belong to feminist's movement yet their
writings suggest that their inner spirit and feelings are for the welfare
ofthe women only.
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ICT and Women Empowerment

KALPANA P. JOSHI

1. Introduction

It is understood that any project to change the quality of
people's lives in developing countries would be incomplete without
the empowerment of women. Information and Communication
Technologies [ICTs] are technological tools and resources to create,
circulate, store, bring value-addition and manage information. The
ICT sector embraces diverse segments such as telecommunications,
television, radio broadcasting, computer hardware, software,
services, electronic media etc. ICTs are mounting as powerful tools for
gender empowerment in a developing country like India. According
to the 2004 report by Cisco Learning Institute women encompass
only 23% of India's internet users. This gender digital divide is
characterized by low levels of access to technologies. Poverty, lack of
computer literacy and language barricades are among the issues
impedingaccess to ICT infrastructure.

There is a rising recognition of the newer and wider
possibilities that technology presents before the society in the
modern times. IT together with Communication Technologies has
brought about unprecedented changes in the way people
communicate, conduct business, interact and obtain pleasure.
Depending on the kind of individual ICT usage one can either flourish
or perish. Our government has taken initiatives to develop standards.
Implementation of ICT policies has helped in strengthening India's
position in the software driven ICT sector across the world. For
example Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Meghalaya, Orissa,
Punjab, Rajasthan, Sikkim, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Pondicherry
etc.announced several ICT policies in their respective states.

Information and communication technology (ICT) is a
powerful tool to enable economic growth in the under-developed
areas. ICTs have played an important role in women's development
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and provided opportunities for empowerment. ICTs have the
potential to exchange information and empower women. This paper
isto discuss women's empowerment through the use of ICTs.

2. Need of ICT for Women

Women's need for information in the new globalized
environment is as diverse as the socio-economic scenario.
Considering women, as a huge group will over simplify their
information needs. Computers in schools provide wider access to ICT
and encourage new ways of learning. Interactive Learning packages
are available on CDs for different subjects. ICT emphasizes more on
interactive education. Besides this general advantage in education it
also provides more advantages for different groups.

Urban women and ICT
Urban educated women need information on:

Educational & research opportunities
Career advancement facilities

Employment prospects in India and abroad
Fashion and market values

Art and entertainment

Social support system for working women
Legal rights and provisions

Urban lower middle class women need information on:

Educational facilities and opportunities

Knowledge updating

Career advancement and job opportunities

Health and childcare

Legal rights and provisions against social injustice and
domestic violence

Poor urban women may need information on:

° Free health services and child care facilities

° Job opportunities in the low paid informal sector
including domestic services

° Free educational facilities and government programs for
poor.

By promoting e-Skills we will be fighting against digital divide.
This is true whether we are supporting more safe, connected and
convenient future for all women or opening up new career options for
women who are zealous about working in the ICT sector. Information
and Communication Technologies are for everyone and women have
to be equal beneficiaries of the advantages offered by the technology,
products and processes, which emerge from their use.

3. Roles of Women in India
The Government of India has ushered in the new millennium
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by declaring the year 2001 as 'Women's Empowerment Year' to focus
on a vision 'where women are equal partners like men'. Women build
their careers without compromising their other responsibilities. The
Constitution of India not only grants equality to women, but also
empowers the states to adopt measures of positive discrimination in
favor of women.

4. Indiainsight

For centuries, women in this country have been socially and
economically handicapped. They have not been offered equal
participation in the socio-economic activities of the nation. The
Constitution is organic and living in nature. It is also well settled that
the interpretation of the Constitution of India or statutes would
change from time to time. Being a living organ, it is ongoing and with a
passage of time, laws must change. It is established that Fundamental
Rights themselves have no fixed content; most of them are empty
vessels. There cannot be any distinction between the Fundamental
Rights mentioned in Chapter III of the Constitution and the
declaration of such rights on the basis of the judgments rendered by
the Supreme Court. [1] Thus, horizons of Constitutional law are
expanding. Further, it is presumed that the Parliament intends the
court to apply to an ongoing Act a construction that continuously
updates its wordings to allow changes since the Act was initially
framed. In the application of law on any day, the language of the Act
though necessarily embedded in its own time, is nevertheless to be
construed in accordance with the need to treat it as a current law. [2]
Thus, we cannot allow the dead hand of the past to stifle the growth of
the living present. The Constitution of India recognizes equality of the
sexes and in fact provides certain provisions under the Chapter on
Fundamental Rights which are more favorable to women but in actual
practice they are not observed properly.

In our society the freedom of women to seek employment
outside the family is a major issue. This freedom is denied in many
cultures and this attitude in itself is a serious violation of women's
liberty and gender equality. The absence of this freedom militates
against the economic empowerment of women, with many other
deleterious consequences. [3]Thus, this Constitutional ideal has by
and large remained unaccomplished and we have to cover a long
distance before the benefits of ICT can be reaped by women
effectively.

The situation is worst when it comes to rural women. In our
society, whether they belong to the majority or the minority group,
what is apparent is that there exists a great disparity in the matter of
economic resourcefulness between a man and a woman. Our society
is male dominated both economically and socially and women are
assigned, invariably, a dependant role, irrespective of the class to
which they belong. Thus, ICT can play a major role in women
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empowerment if they are provided employment opportunities at the
village level after providing them suitable training. We have to open
more village kiosks so that greater women participation can be
achieved. This cannot happen till we make the e-governance and ICT
strategies and policies transparent and accountable. Mere
computerization is note-governance.

5. Women Empowerment throughICT

A nation that wants to progress cannot afford to disregard
capacity building and empowerment of women. Gender sensitivity is
the precondition that must prevail and be strengthened at all levels.
Women's development is now inextricably associated with
technology. Thus, technological intervention undertakes a greater
and more vital role, especially when viewed globally. It's potential to
sweep across political, geographical, economical and social
barricades is just the leverage that women need to build for
themselves a new distinctiveness and a more honorable place in the
society.

As has been experienced the world over, women have limited
access to technologies in India. However, there are now enough
experiences to show that when women are trained, they show
noteworthy understanding and control in using technologies
commendably. In India, women comprise a large portion of the rural
population and play a significant role in the rural sector. Their
involvement in a number of productive actions is commonly
overlooked. The experience of women in the field of farming, pottery,
and mammalcare is remarkable. But technical information was
offered in such difficult terms that it mystified even technical workers.
The manuals and charts listed the do's and don'ts for working in the
field. Large groups of women in the dairy industry greeted this
information as itempowered them with appropriate knowledge.

6. Challenges

Access issues- The new technology comes at a financial cost,
which is one of the obstacles in its access to the individual and at the
community level. The difficulty is compounded by the fact that
women in developing countries have little switch over the household
income and do not have the decision-making power to capitalize in
these technologies.

Capacity and skills-Instigating knowledge networking
processes and benefiting from them entails a level of capacity and
trained human resource power. Women because of their backward
positions are at poor position than men to fully benefit from
knowledge networking.

Language -Much of the knowledge existing in the global pool is
in the English language, which is not understood by the rural
communities.

7. Conclusion

Information needs of women as well as their ICT use differ
widely. However, there is no ideal ICT that fits all situations. Though
women are engaged in numerous roles in agriculture, they are keen to
have information related to other areas, such as child health,
nutrition, prevention and cure of common diseases, employment
opportunities etc. Those trying to install ICTs for women
empowerment should build their strategies grounded on ICT use
pattern and varied information needs of rural women.

Creation of dynamic and relevant content for rural women
continues to remain a major challenge. Ample resources need to be
allocated for this activity, if profits from resources invested in
connectivity and hardware have to be copiously realized. The best
part about ICT is that it is capable of several adjustments as per the
necessities of the segment using the same. The same can also be
adjusted as per the needs and requirements of women in India. This
means that even traditional families can allow women to use ICT from
their respective homes. However, the awareness and facilities are
missing radically. The national policies and strategies have not yet
taken into consideration this unexplored potential pool of intellectual
inputs. With humble training and awareness programs we can make a
big transformation.
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Shashi Deshpande on Woman
Empowerment

HIRAK R. JOGIA

Empowerment in its simplest form means “The
manifestation of redistribution of power that challenges
patriarchal ideology and the male domination”.Itis both a process
and the result of the process. It is transformation of the structure of
institutions that re enforces and perpetuates gender discrimination.
It is a process that enables women to gain access to, and control of,
material as well as informational resources. Empowerment is
envisaged as an aid to women to achieve equality with men, or atleast
reduce the, gender based discriminations considerably.

Empowerment would enable women to perform certain social
roles that they cannot perform without it. It includes political,
economic and social gender equality enshrined in the fundamental
rights under the constitution. The major strategies of women
empowerment include - social empowerment, economic
empowerment and gender justice e.g. to eliminate all types of
discrimination against women and the girl child.

“Women without men, I realized then, are totally different
creatures.”

Shashi Deshpande gives microscopic details of the
development of female characters in her novels. She has shown a
series of girl-children, where each girl faces a different problem
within the family. Violence against women, whether physical, mental
or emotional, is an issue that crosses all borders and all classes of
women. Feminism and its movement against male dominated
societies are of special importance in the Indian context. In this
research paper, I want to present woman empowerment in Shashi
Deshpande's well-known novel "The Dark Holds No Terror".

The novel 'The Dark Holds No Terror' is an insightful novel of
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the feminist aspirations. The conflictleading to the disillusionment of
the educated woman in a tradition bound Indian Society is the
elective theme of the novel. But after the ultimate realization at the
end, after a prolonged mental dilemma and along drawn self-analysis
- women empowerment or women's quest for self-exploration is
recognized as the principal theme of this novel. The novels of Shashi
Deshpande are about women's self-quest and struggle to free
themselves from the restrictions imposed by society, culture and
nature. It is a story about a doctor who is disappointed as a daughter
as the rapport between her and her mother is little bit strained. She is
unable to identify herself as a beloved daughter to her mother and
when she grows up she is unable to be attractive. And so she realizes
that what she is as a girl is not what that makes her. She understands
that what she is to become is going to give her the identity that she is
searching for. She realizes that becoming is productivity which means
making life pleasant, and comfortable for others, and so she selects
the avenue of medicine.

The novel describes the story of a marriage in a difficult state.
The central character Saritha is a successful lady doctor. The story
depicts conflict that she has to face as a doctor and as a wife. During
daytime she is alady doctor and afterwards she becomes a puppet in
the hands of her husband, Manohar. The novel begins with Saritha
returning after fifteen years to her father's house. She once
proclaimed that she would never come back to her father's place. She
returns because of the sexual brutality of her husband. The rest of the
novel is about a brief confession to her father about her suffering. The
narrative roams between the past and the present. Her stay at her
father's house gives Saritha a chance to review her relationship with
her father, husband and her dead mother. She remains unmoved till
the end. She has a better understanding of herself and others. This
gives her the courage to challenge reality.

The Dark Holds No Terrors is a story of a girl finding her inner
self. The girl child Saru grows up as a prey of her mother's sexist and
gender-based prejudice, which reduces her later life into a desperate
struggle to overcome the initial victimization, to justify her decisions
to her mother who no longer acknowledges her as a daughter, and to
find out a new meaning to her life which could enable her to develop
and nurture a balanced perspective towards her diversified roles as a
mother, as a wife, and as a career woman. Saru's mother never forgave
her son's death. In her grief she is not able to comprehend her
daughter's bewilderment and sense of being lost. Saru had also lost
herkid brother and needed emotional support. Yetall the blame is put
on her and she is not allowed to escape from this sense of guilt, which
makes her too insecure in her relationships with others. Saru's
experiences at home have made her discover inferiority in herself as
affixed and preordained essence. In her adolescence she is treated by
her mother as an adult rival. Her mother means to show that she still
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has the upper hand and the daughter's curiosity, outside her domain,
shall not be tolerated. Now her mother is dead and Sarita returns to
the family home, seemingly to take care of her father. But as a matter
of fact she wants to escape the nightmarish brutality her husband
imposes on her every night. In the lull of her old father's company,
Sarita wants to forget all her grief. Sarita reflects on the events of her
life, which includes her small town childhood, her tyrannizing
mother, her marriage to the magnetic young poet Manohar, her
children, etc. She explains how her husband turns harsh when he
realizes his career is going nowhere and that his wife has overtaken
him professionally. In his case a sort of male chauvinism worked out.
As she struggles with her emotions and anxieties, Sarita gradually
realizes that there is more to life than dependency on marriage,
parents and other such institutions. And subsequently she resolves to
use her newfound truths to make her life better. Thus it is a
tremendously powerful portrayal of one woman's fight to survive ina
world that offers no easy outs. The story line is mainly on the waking
up to the releasing knowledge that there is more to life than
dependency on husband or parents and social acceptance. The
woman is self-sufficientin all aspects and in this story the protagonist
isinthe process of searching that.

The initial experiences in her girlhood days influenced Saru
heavily that she wanted to become a powerful dominant personin her
life. This made her realize that she can fulfil her ambitions through
education. After her school years she aspired for college education
and becameadoctor.

Her neighbours become aware of her professional identity, the
day she walks back to her home in a blood stained coat, after treating
victims of an accident. Instantly her profession achieves for her a
position superior to Manu's. She is recognized and respected by the
neighbours who came frequently to consult her. The respect that Saru
gets disturbs the traditional symmetry of the superior husband and
inferior wife. Later, analysing her marital relationship she
remembers, “But now [ know it was there it began this terrible thing
that has destroyed our marriage. I know this to that the human
personality has an infinite capacity for growth. And so the esteem
with which [ was surrounded made me inches taller. But perhaps, the
same thing that made me. Inches taller made him inches shorter. He
had been the young man and I his bride. Now, | was the lady doctor
and he was my husband.”

The suffering that Saru experiences makes her consider
writing to the youngstudents of her friend Nalu. She wants to tell
them the rigid rules of tradition according to which: “A wife must
always be a few feet behind her husband. If he's an M.A you should be
a B.A. If he's 5'4' tall you shouldn't be more than 5'3' tall. If he's
earning five hundred rupees, you should never earn more than four
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hundred and ninety nine rupees. That's the only rule to follow if you
want a happy marriage... No partnership can ever be equal. It will
always be unequal, but take care it is unequal in the favour of the
husband. If the scales tiltin your favour, God help you, both of you.”

Saru's long hours of self-analysis into her marriage makes her
realize that her professional success had killed Manu's spirit. Actually
her self-examination helps her to free herself from the feelings of guilt
that she has made Manu what he is. She decides that she would not
endure any more disgrace because of Manu's failure and her success.
She decides to assert herself and fight her own battle. She realizes
that her life is her own which she will have to shape as well as face.
There is no refuge, other than one's own self. With this mind she
confidently waits to confront her husband and decides to go back to
Bombay. Actually this going back to her husband is not to endure the
humiliation. Saru as a wife finds refuge in the doctor, in her own self. It
is the doctor who is going to help the wife in her. She is bold enough to
go back to her husband and cure him of his depression caused by
inferiority complexand bring normal harmony in her family life.

This is how she is achieving power and identity of becoming a
doctor and this doctor in her has given her comfort and happiness in
her personal life as well as in the life of others. This capacity to create
and give happiness gives one an identity. This is the identity that Saru
searched for which gave her the recognition.

Thus the novel ends with the certainty that how Saru will no
longer be a victim of Manu's hindrances. A confident and empowered
Saru realizes that the essence of any marriage is understanding and
mutual respect. With this knowledge she readies herself to confront
Manu. She could take such a revolutionary decision only because of
her empowerment.

Our society is full of paradoxes and contradictions. Here a
female is considered a peripheral member of the family, both in her
parent's house as well as husbands. Throughout her lifetime, she is
unable to discover her roots and this leads to her insecurity. As the
daughter is closest to the mother, this insecurity is rubbed on to her
also. Saritha confronts reality and, at the end, realizes that the dark no
longer holds any terrors to her. She empowers herself to survive in a
male dominated world that offers no easy outs to women. She neither
surrenders to nor does she escape from the problems but with great
strength she faces the challenges.

The true substance of the novel lies in the mental process that
Saru goes through during her apparently eventless existence at her
father's place. She analyses all the dark corners of her soul. She
introspects. She judges life, relationships and chooses her way of
living. She decides to live in the present circumstances only by making
herself courageous enough to fight against the unwanted situation.

Saru carries within her the sad effects of gender discrimination but
her feminism springs out as a reaction to this discriminatory
psychological set up of society and her parents in particular. It is to be
noted that Saru, at the end of the novel, has come to realize that her
profession as a doctor is her own and she will decide what to do with
it. She willnolonger be a puppet. She wants to take her own decisions.
She longs to live a life as she desires to live without having any
interference in her personal way of life. Thus she becomes fully
vigorous to face what may come to her. Thus we have a strong
example of women empowerment.

Saru is presented both as an individual and as a female. Saru
longs for security and emotional attachment. She wants her father to
support her. We find her true self while she is reweaving her mind
through memories and dreams. The process demands real efforts.
She endeavours hard to gain what she had lost her self-respect. She
tries hard to overcome her mental fears.

In this novel we can observe that, after distancing herself from
herself from her family, Saru realizes that one has to grow up to know
that the darks holds no terror. We have to find out our own way of
salvation by killing the ghost that haunts us. Saru also accepts her
isolation and tries to surpass it, “All right, so I am alone. But so is
everyone else. Human beings - they're going to fail you. But because
there isjust us, because there's no one else, we have to go on trying. If
we can'tbelieve in ourselves, we're sunk.”

She ultimately determines to face her husband and assert her
own independent individuality. This confidence imparts a casual
touch to her behaviour towards the end of the novel. The conclusion
of The Dark Holds No Terror tells us that a woman should not only be
independentbutshe should also believe in her strength. A woman has
to put these experiences into a proper perspective and maintain her
individuality, only then she can discover her true identity. Thus this
novel has a particular significance for today's Indian Society.
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The College

Dr. Virambhai Rajabhai Godhaniya College of Arts,
Commerce, Home Science and Information Technology for
Girls was founded by Shri Maldevji Odedra Smarak Trust,
Porbandar in 1988. It is a grant-in-aid college affiliated to
Saurashtra University, Rajkot (Gujarat- India). This institute of
higher education is a non-profit establishment offering under
graduate courses in the faculties of Arts (B.A.), Commerce
(B.Com.: English and Gujarati medium), Home Science,
Management (BBA), Social Work (BSW) and Education (B.Ed.).
It also offers Master's Programme in English (M.A. - English)
and Master of Science (I.T. & C.A.), Post Graduate Diploma in
Computer Application (P.G.D.C.A.) and Diploma in Computer
Science (D.C.S.).

The College is centrally located in Porbandar, in Gujarat
and caters specifically to the students coming from the weaker
sections of the society. The college has an open admission
policy, encouraging enrollments of girls irrespective of income,
class, caste, religion or creed. At present the Girls' college has
strength of about 1780 students coming from all the sections of
the society. Its aim is to achieve excellence in academics and is
devoted to preparing each student to realize her potential.

The college has a teaching staff of 37 experts, who are
imparting instructions in various disciplines. The overall result
maintained by the college is upto 98% in the university exams.
Among the administrative staff we have 16 personnel who take
care of maintaining the entire campus apart from executing
official duties assigned to them. The Trust also runs a Pre-
Primary, Primary School, a Higher Secondary School and has
two Girls' Hostels that easily accomodate around 700 students.
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In addition the college also has an IGNOU Special Study Center
and a fifth generation Digital English Language Laboratory,
which runs in house spoken English Programmes and Courses.
In the coming years the Trust proposes to start Post Graduate

Programmes in Computer Application (MCA) and Management
(MBA).
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Information about the College

Khojis an annual Research Journal, published by the Shri
Maldevji Odedra Smarak Trust, Porbandar. Contributions for
the next issue are welcome. Original manuscripts in Sanskrit,
Hindi, Gujarati and English on contemporary issues and
thought, typed using 9Pt size ARIAL Font(English), 14 Pt size
AA-VED Font(Hindi) and 14 Pt size AA-PS-10 Font (Gujarati) in
A4 size paper strictly adhering to the latest MLA style sheet can
either be submitted hand-to-hand to the principal of Dr. V. R.
Godhaniya Mahila College, Porbandar or emailed to
drvrgodhanihl@ rediffmail. com or posted to:

The Editor, “Khoj”

Dr. V.R. Godhaniya College,
M. G. Road, Khijdi Plot,
Porbandar-360575

N.B. : Gujarati and Hindi Fonts can be downloaded from the
official website of the institute :
www.drvrginstitute.org
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